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SST Implementation Technical Committee

Meeting No 1/2019

The Royal Malaysian Customs Department -
its first Sales and Service Tax (SST)
Implementation Technical Committee
Meeting for the year at its headquarters in <
Putrajaya on 8 May 2019.

Chaired by Dato’ Ahmad Maher Bin Abd Jalil, & &N
Acting Deputy Director General of Customs, '-"
the Meeting was attended by representatives | |
from trade associations and professional
bodies as well as relevant officers from ‘
RMCD. Sarawak Timber Association (STA) |
was represented by Mr Philip Choo Kwong
Hui, Honorary Treasurer cum Chairman
of STA SST Technical Committee and a
Secretariat staff.

Group photo with Dato’ Ahmad Maher
The Meeting discussed particularly on (centre)

administrative as well as transitional issues of

SST submitted by trade associations and professional bodies. One such issue is
the imposition of service tax on imported services with effect from 1 January 2019
by the Malaysian Government. As imported services are also usually subjected to
withholding tax, this has caused complexity in determining the value of the imported

services. Thus, RMCD has agreed to look into the overlapping effects of both taxes.

Another matter deliberated was the request to exempt sales tax on raw materials
used in manufacturing non-taxable items. Manufacturers have pointed out that they
are facing stiff competition from imported products which are not taxable at the point
of importation. Relevant associations have been requested to submit a paper to the
Ministry of Finance for its consideration on the matter.

The next Meeting shall be held in the third quarter of 2019.

S T T OB S S T
SRALZERKXB RN japatan Kastam Diraja Malaysia (RMCD) telah

(S?Q%ED;# ;j%z-gﬁgf[;sgﬁ;g mengadakan Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal
XIH I '=HPHIT B pelaksanaan Cukai Jualan dan Perkhidmatan
SEENHBERERRSH

(SST) yang pertama untuk tahun ini di ibu

S ERE ) . . .
(SST) SEHEHAZ R R pejabatnya di Putrajaya pada 8 Mei 2019.

SWBEXB/RER /K
SEEMEDHER. HE
SWEEETIRSRE
WHAEKRUAZRMCDE

Dl,

Mesyuarat dipengerusikan oleh Dato’ Ahmad
Maher Bin Abd Jalil, Pemangku Timbalan Ketua
Pengarah Kastam dan dihadiri oleh wakil-wakil dari
persatuan perdagangan dan badan profesional
serta pegawai-pegawai yang berkaitan daripada
RMCD.
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Mesyuarat tersebut membincangkan mengenai isu
pentadbiran serta peralihan SST. Salah satu isu
adalah pengenaan cukai perkhidmatan terhadap
perkhidmatan import yang berkuatkuasa mulai 1

Januari 2019 oleh Kerajaan Malaysia. Disebabkan

oleh kebanyakan perkhidmatan import turut
tertakluk kepada cukai pegangan, ianya telah
menyebabkan kerumitan dalam menentukan nilai
perkhidmatan tersebut. Oleh itu, RMCD telah
bersetuju untuk mengkaji kesan pertindihan kedua-
dua cukai tersebut.
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Perkara lain yang dibincangkan adalah mengenai
permintaan pengecualian cukai jualan ke atas
bahan mentah yang digunakan dalam pembuatan
barangan tidak bercukai. Persatuan berkaitan telah
diminta untuk mengemukakan kertas kerja kepada
Kementerian Kewangan untuk pertimbangan.
Mesyuarat seterusnya akan diadakan pada suku
ketiga 2019.

T—XREWEF201945F
B=FEBF.

STA SST Technical
Covmmittee Discussion

Wan &
Meeting in progress

The Sarawak Timber Association (STA) Sales
and Service Tax (SST) Technical Committee
met on 28 May 2019 at Wisma STA, Kuching
for a discussion which was presided over by Mr
Philip Choo Kwong Hui, Chairman of STA SST
Technical Committee.

The discussion was updated on matters discussed
during the SST Implementation Technical
Committee Meeting No 1/2019 called by the
Royal Malaysian Customs Department (RMCD)
on 8 May 2019, such as valuation of imported
services, director’s fee and reimbursement.

The discussion also deliberated on two (2)
Goods and Services Tax (GST) guidelines issued
by RMCD in May, namely GST Guide On Tax
Invoice, Debit Note, Credit Note And Retention
Payment After 1% September 2018 and GST
Guide On Declaration And Adjustment After 1%
September 2018.
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Jawatankuasa Teknikal Cukai Jualan dan
Perkhidmatan (SST) Persatuan Kayu
Kayan Sarawak (STA) telah mengadakan
perjumpaan pada 28 Mei 2019 di Wisma
STA, Kuching dan dipengerusikan oleh
Encik Philip Choo Kwong Hui, Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Teknikal SST STA.

Ahli-ahli telah dikemaskini
perkara yang dibincangkan semasa
Mesyuarat Jawatankuasa Teknikal
Pelaksanaan SST Bil 1/2019 vyang
diadakan oleh Jabatan Kastam Diraja
Malaysia (RMCD) pada 8 Mei 2019.

mengenai

Selain itu, ahli-ahli turut membincangkan

2 garis panduan Cukai Barang dan
Perkhidmatan (GST) yang dikeluarkan
oleh RMCD pada bulan Mei.
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Field Testing On

=5

Presentation on HCV Training Modules by Dr Yap
at CTB in Ulu Baram, Miri

In 2018, the Malaysian National Interpretation for
Identification of High Conservation Values (HCVs) document
was developed to include different terrestrial ecosystems
throughout Malaysia. This National Interpretation document,
which is aligned to the Common Guidance document by
HCV Resource Network (HCV RN), supersedes the High
Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) Toolkit for Malaysia
published by WWF-Malaysia in 2009.

The six (6) categories of HCVs defined are as stated in the
table below.

HCV 1 Concentrations of biological diversity
Species including endemic species, and rare,
diversity threatened or endangered species, that are
significant at global, regional or national
levels.
HCV 2 Intact forest landscapes and large
Landscape-level | landscape-level ecosystems and ecosystem
ecosystems mosaics that are significant at global,
and mosaics regional or national levels, and that contain
viable populations of the great majority of
the naturally occurring species in natural
patterns of distribution and abundance.
HCV 3 Rare, threatened, or endangered
Ecosystems ecosystems, habitats or refugia.

and habitats

HCV 4 Basic ecosystem services in critical

Ecosystem situations, including protection of water

services catchments and control of erosion of
vulnerable soils and slopes.

HCV 5 Sites and resources fundamental for

Community satisfying the basic necessities of local

needs communities or indigenous peoples (for
livelihoods, health, nutrition, water, etc...),
identified through engagement with these
communities or indigenous peoples.

HCV 6 Sites, resources, habitats and landscapes

Cultural values | of global or national cultural, archaeological
or historical significance, and/or of critical
cultural, ecological, economic or religious/
sacred importance for the traditional
cultures of local communities or indigenous
peoples, identified through engagements
with these local communities or indigenous

peoples.

High Conservation Values Training M

Following this development, Dr Yap Son Keong who is an
experienced forest management certification auditor and HCV
assessor, developed the HCVs Training Modules for Sarawak
Forest Management Units (FMUs) with technical inputs from
forestry agencies and WWF-Malaysia.

The Training Modules is tailor-made to the conditions and needs
of Sarawak. It is specifically developed to assist forest managers
and HCV assessors in identification of HCV sites within a forest
area, development of monitoring system and preparation of
reports.

In order to enhance the Training Modules, a field testing was
jointly conducted by Forest Department Sarawak (FDS),
Sarawak Forestry Corporation Sdn Bhd (SFCSB), Sarawak
Timber Association (STA) and WWF-Malaysia from 6 to 10 May
2019 at Central Base Camp (CTB) and Gerenai FMU, both
located in Ulu Baram, Miri. The field testing was facilitated by
Dr Yap and attended by resource persons from FDS, SFCSB,
WWEF-Malaysia as well as members and Secretariat staff of
STA.

Practical session on setting up a camera trap

The five-day field testing includes (i) presentations of the draft
HCV Training Modules by Dr Yap; (ii) techniques for flora and
fauna survey and sampling, social consultation, Geographic
Information System (GIS) applications and HCVs mapping by
resource persons from FDS, SFC and WWF-Malaysia; and (iii)
field exercise to the proposed Mujan Julan National Park for
camera trapping, drone usage and flora survey, as well as social
consultation at Long Anap in Ulu Baram.

During the field testing, the participants shared thatitis impossible
to determine accurately all sites present in a large FMU within a
short period of time. Hence, a progressive approach following an
operational progress will be able to provide continuous addition
of HCV sites.

Dr Yap will further enhance the Training Modules and a
stakeholder consultation will be held after June 2019. The
finalised Training Modules is expected to be printed and ready
by end of 2019.

DRATERSRIPNERIAEERE (HCVs) XHT2018FF
%, GBI ERATFRMMMESRE., XNERERX
HEHCVHEIEMZ (HCV RN) MEEESXHRE—B, IR
TORATHABREESS TF2009E HRM S RAE LS RPN
EfHM (HCVF) TAS,

7 (6) ZEHCVEIE AR P ATiA.
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odules for Sarawak
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Padatahun 2018, Tafsiran Nasional Pengenalpastian
Nilai Konservasi Tinggi (HCV) untuk Malaysia telah
dibangunkan untuk merangkumi pelbagai ekosistem
di seluruh Malaysia. Dokumen Tafsiran Nasional
ini, yang diselaraskan dengan dokumen Panduan
Umum HCV Resource Network (HCV RN) telah
menggantikan Hutan Nilai Konservasi Tinggi (HCVF)
Toolkit untuk Malaysia yang diterbitkan oleh WWF-
Malaysia pada tahun 2009.

6 kategori HCV yang ditakrifkan dinyatakan di dalam
jadual.

Berikutan perkembangan ini, Dr Yap Son Keong
yang merupakan juruaudit pensijilan pengurusan
hutan yang berpengalaman dan penilai HCV, telah
membangunkan Modul Latihan HCV untuk Unit
Pengurusan Hutan di Sarawak dengan input teknikal
daripada agensi perhutanan dan WWF-Malaysia.

Modul Latihan dibangunkan secara khusus
berdasarkan keadaan dan keperluan Sarawak bagi
membantu pengurus hutan dan penilai HCV dalam
mengenalpasti tapak HCV, pembangunan sistem
pemantauan dan penyediaan laporan.

Untuk meningkatkan Modul Latihan, ujian lapangan
telah dijalankan dari 6 hingga 10 Mei 2019 di Central
Base Camp (CTB) dan Gerenai FMU di Ulu Baram,
Miri.

Semasa ujian lapangan, para peserta berpendapat
bahawa ianya adalah mustahil untuk menentukan
secara tepat kesemua HCV yang terdapat di FMU
bersaiz besar dalam tempoh yang singkat. Oleh itu,
pendekatan berdasarkan kemajuan operasi dapat
memberi penambahan berterusan tapak HCV.

Dr Yap akan membuat penambahbaikkan bagi
Modul Latihan dan rundingan pihak berkepentingan
akan diadakan selepas bulan Jun 2019. Modul
Latihan yang dimuktamadkan dijangka akan dicetak
dan siap menjelang akhir tahun 2019.

Basic First Aid
and CPR Training Course

Group photo taken during Basic First Aid and
CPR Training Course

Sixteen (16) staff from Sarawak Timber Association (STA) and its
subsidiary companies namely, STA Training Sdn Bhd (STAT) and
STA Enterprises Sdn Bhd (STAE) joined the Basic First Aid and
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) Training Course held from
21 to 22 May 2019 at Wisma STA, Kuching. The two-day Training
Course was conducted by the Malaysian Red Crescent Society
(MRCS) Kuching District.

During the Training Course, Mr Tiong Ho Sion, first aid instructor
from MRCS Kuching District taught the participants of the Course on
basic first aid treatment for common injuries such as (i) fracture; (ii)
sprain; (iii) burn and scald; (iv) bleeding and wound; (v) shock; (vi)
choking; as well as (vii) unconsciousness. Further to that, practical
sessions were organised to demonstrate proper ways of bandaging,
transporting casualties and executing CPR.

An examination was also conducted for ten (10) of the participants
to qualify as a trained first aider. Through this course, one will be
equipped with the necessary knowledge to act appropriately until
advance help arrives.

16k BAS(STARBLIRAS S5 T201965821Z22BEHE
STAXBE BRI OCEEHANGFIRE, APARINZHKR
RERBDREILLFHAS(MRCS)EHERATE S,

FillZiR2HE, KRAMRCSHERMSBBEKRNBEEHSSS
EXTELZGHIZBURTT L. BRitZs, EISBETITRRE
i, ESEGTARURMITORE SRR IERTE.

HliE X 1025 5F#HT T H K, UL MR A SR Z IR 2 A
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Seramai 16 Sekretariat STA telah menyertai Kursus Latihan
Asas Pertolongan Cemas dan Bantuan Pernafasan (CPR) yang
diadakan dari 21 hingga 22 Mei 2019 di Wisma STA, Kuching.
Kursus Latihan selama 2 hari telah dijalankan oleh Persatuan
Bulan Sabit Merah Malaysia (MRCS) Daerah Kuching.

Encik Tiong Ho Sion, pengajar pertolongan cemas dari MRCS
Kuching mengajar para peserta Kursus tentang rawatan asas

pertolongan cemas untuk kecederaan biasa. Seterusnya, sesi
praktikal telah dijalankan bagi menunjukkan cara betul untuk
mengikat, mengangkut mangsa dan melaksanakan CPR.

10 orang peserta menduduki peperiksaan sebagai kakitangan
pertolongan cemas terlatih. Melalui kursus ini, seseorang akan
mempunyai pengetahuan yang diperlukan untuk bertindak ke
atas sebarang kecemasan sehingga bantuan awal tiba.
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Occupational Safety and Health (Noise Exposure) Regulations

The Department of Occupational Safety and
Health (DOSH) under the Ministry of Human
Resources recently made major revisions
to the laws relating to noise exposure at
workplace. The previous regulations known
as the Factories and Machinery (Noise
Exposure) Regulations 1989 will be revoked
and replaced with the Occupational Safety
and Health (Noise Exposure) Regulations
2019 (New Regulations).

Gazetted on 1 March 2019, the New
Regulations will come into effect on 1 June
2019. They are intended to ensure that
employers identify excessive noise, protect
employees and control excessive noise
level at all workplaces covered under the
Occupational Safety and Health Act 1994
(OSHA 1994), not limited to factories.

The New Regulations cover the following:

i. Identification of excessive noise
Under the New Regulations, the
employer shall identify whether an
employee is exposed to excessive
noise at the workplace. The review for
identification of excessive noise shall
be done when (i) there is a change in
machinery, equipment, process, work,
control measures or operation; (ii)
after one year from date of previous
identification; or (iii) if directed by
Director General (DG) of DOSH.

ii. Noise risk assessment
Upon identification, the employer shall
appointaregistered noise risk assessor
to carry out noise risk assessment.
The noise risk assessor shall then
submit a report which includes findings
and recommendations to the employer
within one (1) month from the date of
assessment completion. The employer
will need to notify affected employees
about the report as well as implement
the recommendations after receiving
the report. The assessment is required
to be reviewed within five (5) years
from the last assessment date or if
directed by DG of DOSH.

iii. Information, instruction, training
and supervision
The employer needs to provide
affected employees with (i) adequate
information regarding the effects of
noise exposure and requirement of
audiometric testing; (i) training and
instruction on proper usage of personal
hearing protector; and (iii) supervision
for implementation of noise exposure
control at the workplace. Training shall
be provided at least once a year.

iv. Noise exposure limit

Employees shall not be exposed to (i) daily noise exposure level
exceeding 85dB(A) or daily personal noise dose exceeding hundred
percent; (i) maximum sound pressure level exceeding 115dB(A) at any
time; or (iii) peak sound pressure level exceeding 140dB(C). If employees
are exposed to an excessive noise which exceeds the limit specified, the
employer needs to assess whether it is practical to reduce such excessive
noise either through engineering and / or administrative control.

v. Equipment, zone demarcation and audiometric testing
A suitable and efficient personal hearing protector needs to be made
available to affected employees. For any area of the workplace exposed
to excessive noise exceeding the limit specified, it has to be demarcated
and identified appropriately. Annual audiometric testing also needs to be
provided for the employees at no cost.

vi. Keeping records

The New Regulations also require the employer to keep and maintain all
related records for a period of time, i.e. report of noise risk assessment
for not less than 30 years; report of audiometric testing for as long as the
employee is employed and for a period of five (5) years after the employee
is no longer with the company. If there is a business takeover, all records
are to be handed over and kept accordingly. Any disposal of records at the
expiration of the period, the employer will need to inform the DG of DOSH
in writing at least three (3) months in advance.

Any failure to comply with the New Regulations will result in fine not exceeding
RM10,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one (1) year or both. It should
also be noted that the DOSH had issued the Factories and Machinery (Noise
Exposure) (Revocation) Regulations 2019 containing transitional provisions for
the change. For more details, please visit DOSH website at www.dosh.gov.my.

Jabatan Keselamatan dan Kesihatan Pekerjaan (DOSH) di bawah
Kementerian Sumber Manusia baru-baru ini telah menyemak semula
terhadap undang-undang berkaitan dengan pendedahan bunyi di tempat
kerja. Peraturan terdahulu yang dikenali sebagai Peraturan Kilang dan
Jentera (Pendedahan Bunyi) 1989 akan dibatalkan dan diganti dengan
Peraturan Keselamatan dan Kesihatan Pekerjaan (Pendedahan Bunyi)
2019 (Peraturan Baru).

Diwartakan pada 1 Mac 2019, Peraturan Baru akan mula berkuatkuasa
pada 1 Jun 2019. lanya bertujuan untuk memastikan majikan mengenalpasti
bunyi berlebihan, melindungi pekerja dan mengawal bunyi berlebihan
di semua tempat kerja yang dilindungi di bawah Akta Keselamatan dan
Kesihatan Pekerjaan 1994 (OSHA 1994), yang tidak terhad kepada kilang-
kilang.

Peraturan Baru yang dijelaskan di dalam artikel ini termasuk (i)
pengenalpastian bunyi berlebihan; (ii) penilaian risiko bunyi; (iii) maklumat,
arahan, latihan dan penyeliaan; (iv) had pendedahan bunyi; (v) peralatan,
penandaan zon dan ujian audiometri; serta (vi) penyimpanan rekod.

Sebarang kegagalan untuk mematuhi Peraturan Baru akan dikenakandenda
tidak melebihi RM10,000 atau penjara tidak melebihi 1 tahun atau kedua-
duanya sekali. Adalah dimaklumkan bahawa DOSH telah mengeluarkan
Peraturan Kilang dan Jentera (Pendedahan Bunyi) (Pembatalan) 2019
yang mengandungi peruntukan peralihan untuk perubahan tersebut. Untuk
maklumat lanjut, sila layari laman web DOSH di www.dosh.gov.my.

6 STAReview . May 2019



2019

ADEBEET
BB EE5T
4 &8 (DOSH)
BiEX T{EHER
REEENHE
XiER#FTE
KEW, ZBHIFHR
A1989F T
JSUUIW (IREH
#) EBIEHRE
%ﬁ#I&LZOWE
e 5D4%
(IRERE) &
I ERAX

oK BT
2019$3H1 H
mEMAHIFTF
2019%6A81H
REX. %50
EERIE1994
FRUIZ£5D
5% (OSHA
1994) iRk
FiR 5 2R
" RPRIH
EHIRE IS
[T PUN=A =0/
E, FRFI

IlyE__"_" ’ (ll)
[ = A R
(iii) &M,
B8, Fil#
l[f"FX; (IV) ug‘;'g
ERERS
(v) &%, X
X 43> FA 0T A7
KoM (vi) B
BHE .

R BFH &
)& 15 E xS
FRM10,0008)
SRS A BT —
FREBHFmER
i, DOSHH#LE
ZE#%H20195%
I fMHHE (
BRERE) (W
W) &6, H
FESMENT
EER. SRAE
LiEE, BiE
BDOSHE A M
Tiwww.dosh.
gov.my,

MTA EXCO Meeting No 1/2019

MTA EXCO members with their Secretariat staff

Nine (9) Executive Committee (EXCO) members of the
Malaysian Timber Association (MTA) gathered for the first
time this year to attend the MTA EXCO Meeting No 1/2019 on
6 May 2019 at Menara PGRM, Kuala Lumpur. The Meeting
was presided over by Datuk Andrew Tham, President of MTA.
Also present at the Meeting was Pemanca Datuk Wong Kie
Yik, Chairman of Sarawak Timber Association (STA).

Each EXCO members reported on matters related to timber,
timber trade and forestry activities that had been carried out
by them.

The Meeting took note and discussed several matters
affecting the industry including:

*  The proposal to set up a sub-committee to handle any
issues related to the Sectorial Training Committee
(STC) for wood-based and furniture set up by the
Human Resources Development Fund (HRDF). The
sub-committee will be led by Mr Goh Chee Yew, Vice
President of MTA.

+  The significant impact of 7-year limitation to carry forward
unabsorbed business losses, unutilised reinvestment
allowances and investment allowances stipulated under
the Finance Act 2018 on the industry particularly those
undertaking forest plantation. STA is currently looking
into this matter.

« The EXCO members had individually responded to
the Nordic Ecolabelling on the proposed 2018 list of
prohibited tree species in the Nordic Swan Ecolabel.

ORBETAMNS (MTA) HIITERS (EXCO) AREEHE—X
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9 Ahli-ahli Jawatankuasa Eksekutif
(EXCO) Persatuan Kayu Malaysia
(MTA) telah menghadiri Mesyuarat
EXCO MTA Bil. 1/2019 pada 6 Mei
2019 di Menara PGRM, Kuala Lumpur.
Mesyuarat ~ dipengerusikan oleh
Datuk Andrew Tham, Presiden MTA.
Pengerusi Persatuan Kayu Sarawak
(STA), Pemanca Datuk Wong Kie Yik
turut hadir pada Mesyuarat tersebut.

Setiap ahli-ahli EXCO melaporkan
perkara-perkara berkaitan dengan
kayu, perdagangan kayu dan kegiatan
perhutanan yang telah dijalankan oleh
mereka.

Mesyuarat mengambil maklum dan
membincangkan beberapa perkara
yang mempengaruhiindustri termasuk:

+ Cadangan penubuhan sebuah
jawatankuasa kecil untuk
mengendalikan sebarang isu

berkaitan dengan Jawatankuasa

Latihan Sektorial (STC)
untuk perkayuan dan perabot
yang ditubuhkan oleh Dana
Pembangunan Sumber Manusia
(HRDF).

Implikasi besar had 7 tahun
untuk  kerugian  perniagaan
yang tidak diserap, elaun
pelaburan semula yang tidak
digunakan dan elaun pelaburan
yang ditetapkan di bawah Akta
Kewangan 2018, terutamanya
bagi industri perladangan hutan.

Ahli-ahli EXCO secara individu
telah memberi maklum balas
terhadap Nordic Ecolabelling
mengenai senarai cadangan
spesies pokok terlarang 2018 di
Nordic Swan Ecolabel.
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The new Regional Head of the Malaysian
Timber Council (MTC) Europe, Ms Agnes
Seah visited Sarawak recently to understand
its forestry and timber industry as well as to
network with relevant stakeholders.

On 23 May 2019, Ms Agnes Seah was
accompanied by Mr Tham Sing Khow,
consultant of MTC and STA Secretariat staff
on a trip to Linshanhao Plywood (Sarawak)
Sdn Bhd, one of the plywood mills owned by a
member of STA. There, the mill personnel took
them on a tour along the manufacturing process
of plywood and explained to them on plywood
market and its related trade. Prior to that, they
visited STA Exhibition Centre and obtained
information about the industry in Sarawak and
were shown a wide array of timber products.

A SUBSIDIARY COMPANY oF w7, HOLDINGS BERHAD

A

Group photo with Ms Agnes Seah
(4" from left)

On 24 May 2019, both Ms Seah and Mr Tham
joined a briefing cum dialogue session at Wisma
Sumber Alam, Kuching, with representatives
from the Ministry of Urban Development
and Natural Resources (MUDeNR), Forest
Department Sarawak (FDS), Harwood Timber
Sdn Bhd (HTSB), Sarawak Forestry Corporation
Sdn Bhd (SFCSB), and Sarawak Timber
Industry Development Corporation (STIDC).
The session was chaired by Tuan Jack Liam,
Deputy Director of Forests.

Mr Ricky Jonathan Alek from Forest
Management and Planning Division of FDS
gave a presentation on forest management
certification (FMC) in Sarawak, procedures of
Sarawak Timber Legality Verification System
(STLVS), and various enforcement initiatives
carried out by FDS. The two (2) guests from
MTC were also briefed by Ms Hajah Eda Haji
Edan from Trade Development Section of
STIDC on Sarawak’s timber production and
timber market as well as the transformation
plan for its timber industry.

The session took note on the following key
points which would be beneficial to Sarawak:

*  Opportunity to collaborate with MTC in
disseminating information to European
countries about the legality framework in
Sarawak.

Regional Head of Malaysian Timber Council Europe Visits Sarawak

b - _ P

~ Tuan Jack Liam (front row, 7% from left) preé?anting a souvenir to Ms Agnes Seah

» Initiative to bring in international media to report about the industry and

legality framework in place.

*  Organising awareness campaign or promotional trip to Europe.

» Possibility to collaborate with Peninsular Malaysia’s industry players

through MTC.

Established in January 1992, MTC promotes the development and growth of
the timber industry in Peninsular Malaysia. With headquarters in Kuala Lumpuir,
MTC'’s presence can also be felt in other parts of the world including Bengaluru,
India; Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Guangzhou, China; and Rotterdam, The

Netherlands.
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Cik Agnes Seah, Ketua Serantau
bagi Majlis Kayu-kayan Malaysia
(MTC) Eropah, telah mengadakan
lawatan ke Sarawak untuk
memahami industri perhutanan
dan perkayuan di Sarawak serta
menjalinkan hubungan dengan
pihak berkepentingan berkaitan.

Pada 23 Mei 2019, Encik Tham
Sing Khow, perunding MTC dan
Sekretariat STA telah mengiringi
Cik Agnes Seah ke Linshanhao
Plywood (Sarawak) Sdn Bhd,
sebuah kilang papan lapis yang
dimiliki oleh ahli STA. Rombongan
melawat  proses pembuatan
papan lapis serta berkongsi
maklumat dengan kakitangan
kilang mengenai pasaran papan
lapis dan perdagangan berkaitan.

Pada 24 Mei 2019, Cik Seah
dan Encik Tham menyertai
taklimat di Wisma Sumber Alam,
Kuching. Sesi tersebut telah
dipengerusikan oleh Tuan Jack
Liam, Timbalan Pengarah Hutan.

2 pembentangan

mengenai
perhutanan dan
Sarawak telah
semasa sesi

industri
perkayuan di
disampaikan
tersebut.



Compliance with Environmental Quality (Clean Air)
Regulations 2014

The Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations 2014 or CAR
2014 replacing the Environmental Quality (Clean Air) Regulations
1978 was enforced on 5 June 2014, and existing industrial facilities
were given a 5-year grace period until 4 June 2019 to comply with
the law.

STA panel products members have expressed their concern on the
compliance with the CAR 2014. Manufacturing mills are required to
improvise their emission monitoring system by installing specialised
equipment to determine dust, particle and smoke emission rate.
Among some of the causes of concern are the difficulty to find
workers with necessary technical expertise and high cost of installing
the equipment which ranges from RM1.5 million to RM2.7 million
per unit. In the current weak market situation, the costly expenditure
will inevitably increase the production costs of the mills. Moreover,
the awareness programmes on CAR 2014 was not well targeted in
Sarawak.

On 29 May 2019, Puan Dayang Nena Abang Bruce, Deputy General
Manager of Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation
(STIDC) and representatives from STA brought the concern to the
attention of Puan Mashitah Binti Darus, Director of Air Division,
Department of Environment (DOE). In discussing way forward
to facilitate compliance, Puan Mashitah has agreed to STIDC'’s
request to submit a Letter of Undertaking on behalf of the timber
mills in Sarawak for an extension of the grace period.

The request for extension will be granted with conditions that, during
the extended grace period, (i) timber mills shall submit to DOE the
Contravention Licence application on or before 24 June 2019 and
indicate their commitment to comply with the CAR 2014, and (ii) STA
and STIDC shall organise briefings on the CAR 2014 throughout
Sarawak; these briefings shall be held in three (3) locations, namely
Kuching on 12 June 2019, Miri on 13 June 2019 and Sibu on 14
June 2019 respectively.
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Peraturan KualitiAlam Sekitar (Udara Bersih)
2014 atau CAR 2014 yang menggantikan
Peraturan Kualiti Alam Sekitar (Udara
Bersih) 1978 telah dikuatkuasakan pada 5
Jun 2014, dan kemudahan industri sedia
ada telah diberikan tempoh penangguhan
selama 5 tahun sehingga 4 Jun 2019 untuk
mematuhi undang-undang tersebut.

Anhli-ahli produk panel STAtelah menyatakan
keprihatinan mereka mengenai pematuhan
CAR 2014. Kilang-kilang pembuatan
perlu menambah baik sistem pemantauan
pelepasan mereka dengan memasang
peralatan khusus untuk menentukan kadar
pelepasan habuk, zarah dan asap. Antara
isu keprihatinan yang lain adalah kesukaran
untuk mencari pekerja dengan kemahiran
teknikal yang diperlukan dan kos yang
tinggi untuk memasang perlatan yang
beranggaran antara RM1.5 juta hingga
RM2.7 juta seunit. Selain itu, program
kesedaran mengenai CAR 2014 tidak
disasarkan dengan baik di Sarawak.

Pada 29 Mei 2019, Puan Dayang Nena
Abang Bruce, Timbalan Pengurus Besar
Perbadanan Kemajuan Perusahaan Kayu
Sarawak (STIDC) dan wakil-wakil dari STA
telah membangkitkan keprihatinan mereka
untuk perhatian Puan Mashitah Binti Darus,
Pengarah Bahagian Udara, Jabatan Alam

Sekitar (DOE). Dalam membincangkan
mengenai hala tuju untuk memudahkan
pematuhan, Puan Mashitah telah
bersetuju dengan permintaan STIDC untuk
mengemukakan Surat Akujanji bagi pihak
kilang kayu di Sarawak untuk melanjutkan
tempoh penangguhan.

Permintaan untuk penangguhan tersebut
diluluskan dengan syarat, semasa tempoh
penangguhan, (i) kilang-kilang kayu
haruslah mengemukakan permohonan
Lesen Kontravensi kepada DOE pada atau
sebelum 24 Jun 2019 dan menunjukkan
komitmen mereka untuk mematuhi CAR
2014, dan (i) STA and STIDC hendaklah
menganjurkan taklimat mengenai CAR
2014 di seluruh Sarawak.
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DF Circular No 4/2019: Government Hammer Marks

The Forest Department Sarawak had issued a DF Circular No
4/2019 with ref (28)JHS/100-1/8/104/JId.1 dated 2 May 2019
addressed to all Regional Forest Officers as well as Chief
Executive Officer, SARAWAK FORESTRY Corporation Sdn
Bhd, and copied to STA.

The following is an excerpt of the above-mentioned circular, for
your information:

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 2 of the
Forests Ordinance 2015 Chapter 71, the following decision
has been made:-

1. This circular may be cited as the Government
Hammer Marks Notification 2019.

2. In addition to notification made under reference No
2714 dated 8 September 1995 on similar matters,
the hammer marks depicted below with “JH” lettering
and with serial number from 1000 to 1999 are to be
put in use with effect from 1st May, 2019.

20 STAReview. May 2019

Jabatan Hutan Sarawak telah mengeluarkan
Pekeliing DF Bil. 4/2019 dengan ruj. (28)
JHS/100-1/8/104/J1d.1 bertarikh 2 Mei 2019
yang dialamatkan kepada semua Pegawai
Hutan Wilayah serta Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif,
SARAWAK FORESTRY Corporation Sdn Bhd,

dan disalinkan kepada STA.

Petikan dari pekeliling tersebut adalah seperti
yang disenaraikan dalam artikel ini.
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