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La_b on Way Forward for
License for
Planted Forests

arawak  Timber  Industry

Development Corporation
(STIDC) organised a “Lab on Way
Forward for License for Planted
Forests (LPF)” from 11 to 12 April
2023 at Grand Margherita Hotel,
Kuching.

The 2-day Lab was attended by
representatives from the Ministry
of Investment, Trade and Industry,
Ministry of International Trade,
Industry and Investment, Forest
Department Sarawak (FDS),
Department of Labour Sarawak,
Immigration Department of
Malaysia, Natural Resources and
Environment Board Sarawak,
financial institution, LPF holders
and STA Secretariat.

In his opening remark, Datu Haji
Hashim Bin Haji Bojet, General
Manager of STIDC mentioned that
the main objective of the Lab was
to develop a long term strategic
plan for the planted forests in
Sarawak that aligns with STIDC’s
mission of promoting sustainable
planted forests to support a
thriving timber industry in the long
run. In order to drive this initiative,
it is important to relook at policy
direction as well as regulatory
and management framework of
the forest plantation industry.

He hoped that various supporting
enablers such as effective policies,
technology advancement, skilled
manpower, robust infrastructure
and appropriate incentives will
support the development of
sustainable and reliable forest
plantation industry in creating
high value-added planted timber
products towards achieving the
RMB8 billions targeted export value
by year 2030.

He also suggested that the future
of the industry be driven by the
private sector and operates within
the self-regulatory framework.
Besides that, he also informed
that the STIDC (Amendment)

Lab on
Way Forward License Plante
Forest with Sarawak Timber
Association (sTA)

(1) Group photo; (2) Mr Joseph Lau, STA Forest Plantation Committee Chairman delivering closing remark;
(3) Datu Haji Hashim, General Manager of STIDC (standing) leading the discussion in one of the groups.

Bill, 2022 is expected to be
implemented with effect from 1
June 2023. The Bill provides better
provisions for the managements
of the Sarawak timber industry
through the issuance of timber
industry licenses and enhances
the enforcement powers under
the STIDC Ordinance. He then
put forward a proposal of allowing
processing or mobile mill in the
planted forests as a means to
address some of the challenges
faced by the LPF holders.

Datu Haji Hashim later moderated
the group discussion sessions
which focused on five (5) themes
namely infrastructure & facilities,
manpower, procedures & laws,
environment and financial
facilities. Participants deliberated
on key issues and challenges
affecting the development of the
forest plantation in Sarawak and
suggested strategies to overcome
them.
BhHL M AR A Tl % RALA(STIDCO)F
2023F4A1TBZ12BE LB IBEMEF
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EfAIT S, EEAR R A THE
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FREE AN TR LR AR BT Al K B SOk Y
£, SE5EHEHMUHBEATIHE
AKX EREFIBRE, FHIR 5 fRiX &
1] 25 HY SR

In wrapping up the Lab, Mr Joseph
Lau Ching Hoo, STA Forest
Plantation Committee Chairman
expressed his wish for the forest
plantation industry and Sarawak
Government to work towards
reducing costs and increasing the
yield from the planted forests in
order for this industry to remain in
business and competitive.

He hoped that the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Urban
Development, FDS and STIDC
together with STA members can
combine efforts to develop a
holistic approach in addressing all
the issues and challenges faced
in both upstream and downstream
of the forest plantation industry.

Perbadanan Kemajuan Perusahaan
Kayu Sarawak (STIDC) menganjurkan
“Lab On Way Forward for License for
Planted Forests (LPF)” dari 11 hingga
12 April 2023 di Hotel Grand Margherita,
Kuching dengan tujuan membentuk
pelan strategik  jangka  panjang
pembangunan ladang hutan di Sarawak
yang sejajar dengan misi STIDC untuk
mempromosikan ladang hutan mampan
bagi menyokong perkembangan industri
perkayuan  jangka panjang. Para
peserta membincangkan cabaran utama
yang dihadapi dalam membangunkan
ladang hutan dan berkongsi langkah
penyelesaian  bagi cabaran  yang
dikenalpasti.
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Discussion on
Forest Plantation
Research &
Development
Working Group

Happysupina  Bin
Sait, Deputy Director
(Forest Conservation and
Development), Forest
Department Sarawak (FDS)
chaired a meeting between
FDS and STA on 4 April 2023
at Bangunan Baitul Makmur
Il, Petra Jaya to discuss the
research and development
(R&D) collaboration for forest
plantation industry. STA was
represented by its Chief
Executive Officer, Ms Annie
Ting and two (2) officers.

aji

In the course of the meeting,
updates on seed procurement
for aggressive industrial
forest R&D  programme,
status of R&D collaboration
with national and international
research institutes, progress
of mechanised tree planting
project were shared. The
meeting also discussed the
proposal to conduct study visit
to Eucalyptus plantation and
the establishment of working
group for R&D collaboration
amongst  State  forestry
agencies and industry.

EWHRNRRAAS ZEF20235F4
A4S RS EMITIER—L&
EI5 68 AR Tl b A & (R&D) 1
Wi RMMRER. SERM
E R R A SRR IR
UL ERIIN B AR

Kemas kini berkaitan perolehan
benih untuk program penyelidikan
dan pembangunan (R&D) ladang
hutan, status kerjasama R&D
dengan institut  penyelidikan
nasional dan antarabangsa serta
kemajuan projek penanaman
pokok berjentera adalah antara
perkara-perkara yang dikongsi
dan dibincangkan dalam
mesyuarat di antara FDS dan STA
pada 4 April 2023.
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Briefings on ITTO-supported Project
Management of Upper Baram Forest Area for
Conservation and Sustainable Development

wo (2) briefing sessions were

held on 19 April 2023, one with
local communities residing in the
Upper Baram Forest Area (UBFA)
at Mega Hotel, Miri and the other
with timber licensees belonging
to Samling group of companies at
Wisma Samling, Miri.

UBFA covers 283,500 hectares
in north eastern Sarawak,
encompassing primary forests,
farm areas, settlements, timber

concessions, and agricultural
lands. These sessions followed the
signing of agreements between
the International Tropical Timber
Organisation (ITTO) and Forest
Department Sarawak (FDS) on
20 March 2023 which aimed to
improve the management of the
UBFA through the conduct of two
(2) projects.

According to Mdm Evelyn Jugi,
the chief local counterpart, the

PEFC Webinar to Introduce the New EU
Deforestation-Free Regulation

he Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) organised

a webinar on 20 April 2023 to
introduce the objectives and
impact of the European Union (EU)
Deforestation-Free Regulation
(EUDR) as well as present PEFC'’s
related works that is aligned with
the EUDR.

The new Deputy Secretary
General and Chief Operating
Officer of PEFC International, Ms
Siti Syaliza Mustapha highlighted
in her opening remarks that PEFC
is the largest forest certification
system in the world today and
will continue to be the system of
choice for smallholders.

She also underscored the
important roles that forest plays
in mitigating climate change and
the need to employ multiple tools
to achieve positive effects of
forest use, including promoting
sustainable forest management
and supply chain through national
forest certification systems
endorsed by PEFC.

Moderated by Ms Hannah Prins,
Communications Manager of
PEFC International, the webinar
featured the following three (3)
speakers:

Ms Maja Drcéa, EU Representative
at PEFC International

She informed that the EUDR will
repeal and replace the EU Timber
Regulation. Upon enforcement,
expected in May/June 2023, the
targeted commodities and derived
products may only be placed on,
or exported from the EU market if
they are deforestation-free, legal
and supported by due diligence
statement.

Deforestation-free  means  the
commodities mustproducedonland
thatis not subjected to deforestation
and forest degradation after 31
December 2020, and is produced in
accordance with relevant legislation
of the country of production.

The due diligent statement will be
cemented into the EU database,
also known as registration
information system.



first project entitled “Management
of Upper Baram Forest Area for
Conservation and Sustainable
Development with involvement
of local communities” costs USD
1,358,783 and is set to run for
two (2) years. Its main objectives
are to promote biodiversity
conservation and socio-economic
development for the benefit of
local communities, as well as
to facilitate rural transformation
through sustainable development
and good governance practices.

The second project “Community

Empowerment in forest
management and forest
landscape restoration”  which
complements the first project

and aims to contribute to the
sustainable management of Upper

Baram forests for resilient local
communities and ecosystems as
wellas empowerlocal communities
in forest management and
landscape restoration has a
budget of USD479,500 with
project duration of one (1) year.

Mdm  Evelyn stressed that
implementation of UBFA projects
will be based on ITTO approved
Project Document and comply
with existing policies, guidelines
and relevant laws and regulation
applicable to Sarawak. She
reiterated that the land use status
remains unchanged throughout
the project implementation period
and all activities conducted would
involve relevant stakeholders such
as Government agencies, NGOs,
local communities and timber

companies. These projects and the
steps taken to realise them were
well received by representatives
from the communities and timber
licensees present at both briefings.

FIAE RS F2023E4 8198217, o
A ERBEAEE R LBERRE(UBFA)RIY
At B, B = MR E F 2 BB T RIARHF A
IERA AN EE LB KEEUBFARITR
PHARFELRIBEES.

2 sesi taklimat telah diadakan pada
19 April 2023, satu dengan komuniti
tempatan yang menetap di Kawasan
Hutan Upper Baram (UBFA) dan satu
lagi dengan pemegang-pemegang
lesen balak kumpulan Syarikat Samling.
Taklimat bertujuan untuk berkongsi
maklumat lanjut mengenai projek
pemuliharaan  dan  pembangunan
kelestarian yang akan dijalankan di
UBFA.

.

She also shared that the EUDR
will establish a benchmarking
system to assess deforestation
risk of the country of production or
parts thereof.

She then highlighted the elements
of due diligence procedures which
includes the precise geographical
information on the source of
commodities.

Although certification  system
can be the supporting tool in due
diligence procedures, it is not a
green-lane to prove compliance
with EUDR.

She is optimistic that successful

>

; v

implementation of EUDR is possible
as long as everyone on board
understands the requirements and
is supported by implementation
tools. PEFC is following the
European Commission’s initiative
on deforestation-free which will be
integrated into the PEFC standards.

Mr Thorsten Arndt, Head
of Communication at PEFC
International

He shared that based on findings
from gap assessment study of
PEFC against EUDR, the PEFC
is well aligned with the Regulation
and there are three (3) potential
for improvement, namely human

rights, geographical location of
forest areas and deforestation-free
policy. Working group has been
established by PEFC to look into
closing the gap and companies
will be able to demonstrate
compliance with EUDR through
PEFC certification.

Mr  Richard Laity, PEFC
Southeast Asia Manager

He communicated the challenges
that smallholders from Southeast
Asian countries will face in
complying with the EUDR,
particularly those without land
right document who risk being
removed from the EU supply
chain. A right balance is needed
to support smallholders and their
livelihoods with market access.

FAFMIMENAT T XI(PEFC)F20234F4 A
2085 h% LTS, EAEEE(EU) T
S iEHL(EUDR)BY B AR N A K2 53 =
PEFCSEUDR—EHYMEX T1E. Zi#tiff
REMSS5SEXTREZRS TR
BN NPEFCiRAE, ZRELAIL
B PEFCGMEIERAETEUDR, #Ht &
A ZEUDRBEREERZTMAER
FAMAEE X FNEUDRIIE X 75 73 IE [E K
/Il B = B R

Program untuk Pengendorsan Pensijilan Hutan (PEFC) telah menganjurkan webinar pada 20 April 2023 untuk memperkenalkan
objektif dan impak Peraturan Bebas Penyahutanan (EUDR) Kesatuan Eropah (EU) serta membentangkan kerja-kerja PEFC yang
berkaitan dengan EUDR. Penceramah jemputan berkongsi bahawa inisiatif Suruhanjaya Eropah mengenai bebas penyahutanan
akan disepadukan ke dalam piawaian PEFC dan syarikat boleh menunjukkan pematuhan terhadap EUDR melalui pensijilan PEFC.
Sistem penanda aras yang akan digunakan oleh EUDR untuk menilai risiko penyahutanan negara turut dikongsi, bersama-sama
dengan impak EUDR terhadap pekebun kecil dari negara Asia Tenggara.
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Stakeholders Meeting for the
Helmeted Hornbill Project
in Usun Apau National Park

n 2021, the Malaysian Nature Society Kuching

Branch (MNSKB) embarked on a 3-year “Securing
a safe haven for the Helmeted Hornbills in the Usun
Apau National Park” project to, among many, secure
consensus and support from key stakeholders
on hornbill conservation roadmap for Usun Apau
National Park (UANP).

The project was also aimed to improve knowledge
on ecology as well as population status of the
critically endangered Helmeted Hornbill and other
hornbill species in UANP.

On 18 April 2023, Ms Batrisyia Teepol and Mr
Reeve Mark Maya Sagan of MNSKB updated its
stakeholders from Sarawak Forestry Corporation,
Miri Division Resident Office, Syarikat Samling
Timber Sdn Bhd, non-governmental organisation
and STA on the project’s progress. These updates
included activities such as stakeholder consultations
and discussions, Helmeted Hornbill surveys within
UANP as well as building capacity and awareness

Helmeted hornbill (Rhinoplax Vigil) (bottom right) and other types of hornbill.

among local communities on the role of hornbill
guardians/protectors.

It was also shared that future works will continue
with more engagements with stakeholders and
local communities, hornbill surveys, capacity
building and training.

An expedition to document biodiversity of UANP will
also be organised to provide ideas for sustainable
livelihood options for the local communities.

ORATBEAMSEESST2023F4R18H EEF =1
REEHAEXRESUMEER2E(UANP)ER ST B &
iR, EhaEfmEXESaMiTie. UANPERSE
EURESERPEIRD S A/ RIPE R ENREANT

BIREESN.

Pada 18 April 2023, Persatuan Pencinta Alam Malaysia Cawangan Kuching mengemas kini pemegang taruh mengenai kemajuan
Projek Enggang Tebang Mentua di Taman Negara Usun Apau (UANP) yang merangkumi aktiviti-aktiviti seperti perundingan
dan perbincangan dengan pihak berkepentingan, tinjauan Enggang Tebang Mentua di UANP serta pembangunan kapasiti dan
kesedaran dalam kalangan masyarakat tempatan mengenai peranan sebagai penjaga/pelindung burung enggang.

Res_earch Study on
Drivers of Forest
Certification in Malaysia

On 5 April 2023, Mr Murughan Manikam, a Ph.D
candidate from Universiti Putra Malaysia,
visited Ms Annie Ting, CEO of STA at her office in
Wisma STA to share more about his research study
that aimed to identify drivers of forest certification in
Malaysia.

As STA is identified as one of the experts for his
study, an interview session was carried out with
Ms Ting. Some of the questions posed included
factors that contributed to the emergence of forest
certification in Malaysia, key actors and their roles,
internal and external drivers of forest certification in
Malaysia and the effectiveness of forest certification
in addressing sustainability concerns within the
country.

In a show of support for his study that will serve the
interests of the timber industry, Ms Ting assured
him that STA will lend its assistance by coordinating
interviews with its members.
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Ms Annie Ting (2" from left) and Mr Murughan (2" from right) posed for a photo call.

DRATEHHNAFEZETEBEHBRREETF2023
FARSHAEARSUFSTARBENAAZITHFIELASE
BT RFRR UM S ZEE L X F B EHILADRA LT
MIMER R RO R, FFERIERSBHBEHEMS
SR RBNR ORI FX T & A L7 SRR

Pada 5 April 2023, Encik Murughan Manikam, calon
Ph.D dari Universiti Putra Malaysia bertemu dengan Cik
Annie Ting, Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif STA di pejabatnya
di Wisma STA bagi berkongsi dengan lebih lanjut tentang
penyelidikannya mengenai pemacu pensijilan hutan di
Malaysia. Cik Ting menyokong penyelidikan tersebut
yang memenuhi kepentingan industri perkayuan dan
turut membantu mengatur sesi temu bual di antara Encik
Murughan dengan ahli-ahli STA.



(1) Group photo;

(2) Mr Law Hui Chau (5" from left) received a
token of appreciation from Ms Avril Soon (6
from right).

Girls & Boys Brigade
Educational Visit
to STA Exhibition Centre

n 26 April 2023, a group of forty-five
(45) students from the primary school,
tertiary education and institutions of the
Girls’ Brigade and Boys’ Brigade of Kuching
visited STA Exhibition Centre as part of
their school holidays’ curriculum activities.

The group, led by Ms Avril Soon and
Mr Griffin Gelenga explored the Centre
and benefitted from exhibits on display
showcasing various products made from
timber such as wooden furnitures, veneer,
plywood, dowels and instruments used
by local communities. They also learned
about tree harvesting system, plywood
and sawntimber manufacturing processes,
as well as obtained more information on
forestry, the timber industry and biodiversity
through the Centre’s interactive kiosk.

This group of non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) are also recognised
as school uniform bodies by the Ministry of
Education Malaysia.

REEENE. BEHENERPISBELEENSE
BEEFET2023F4A26BSAUASHIREHD, A
EAFRBAMREERENZ—,

Pada 26 April 2023, sekumpulan empat puluh
lima (45) pelajar dari sekolah rendah, pendidikan
tinggi dan institusi Briged Perempuan dan Briged
Lelaki Kuching telah melawat Pusat Pameran STA.
Lawatan tersebut merupakan sebahagian daripada
aktiviti kurikulum cuti sekolah mereka.
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Preparing for Federal Acquisition Regulation

(FAR) Greenhouse Gas Regulation:
What SMEs and Major Government

Contractors Need to Know

he Federal Acquisition

Regulation (FAR) is the
principal set of rules regarding
government procurement in the
United States of America. In
November 2022, the FAR Council
Members proposed a new rule, the
FAR Greenhouse Gas Regulation,
to require federal contractors to
disclose their greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions, climate-related
financial risks and set science-
based targets to reduce their
emissions.

On 13 April, 2023, a webinar
to help small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) as well as
major government contractors

in the United States prepare for
the Regulation was conducted by
Mr Neil Mendenhall, Managing
Director of Environment, Social
and Governance Strategy and
Sales, SCS Consulting Services.

In the climate disclosure
conversation which was attended
mostly by potential government
contractor who are familiar with
FAR, Mr Mendenhall addressed
how the Carbon Disclosure
Project disclosure system works
and can be leveraged by SMEs
to meet all of their reporting
needs. More information on the
method and accounting rules
for disclosure can be found on

GHG Protocol website at https://
ghgprotocol.org/

He added that GHGs are not
limited to carbon dioxide but
include a broader range of gases
that are more powerful but less
admitted such as methane and
nitrous oxide and a company’s
GHG emissions are classified into
three (3) scopes. Scope 1 and 2
are emissions that are owned or
controlled by a company such as
fuels and purchased electricity,
whereas Scope 3 emissions are
a consequence of the company’s
activities that occurred from
sources not owned or controlled
by the company such as emission
from purchase of goods and
services, business travel and
employee commuting.

The proposed timeline for GHG
accounting by major contractors
is one year after the proposed rule
is finalised and federal contractors
that do not fulfill the FAR GHG

MTC Briefing on

National Budget 2023 Outlook

The Malaysian Timber Council
(MTC) organised a 2023
post-budget online briefing to
the timber industry on 6 April
2023. Mr Yeah Kim Leng, Deputy
President of the Malaysian
Economic Association conducted
the briefing and provided insights
into the underlying outlook of the
2023 budget.

Ms Noraihan Abdul Rahman,
Chief Executive Officer of MTC
highlighted the vital role played
by timber in the agri-commodity
sector in her welcoming remarks.
She also underscored some of the
flagship programmes introduced
by MTC to strengthen and
increase the industry’s resilience
as it propel forward, such as
the Factory = Transformation
Programme, Community Farming,
and Timber Design Incubator
Programme.
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Mr Yeah highlighted that global
economic shocks arising from
the Russia — Ukraine war and
persistently high inflation have
led to uncertainties on the global
economic outlook. Based on the
J.P.Morgan Global Manufacturing
PMI™ produced by JP Morgan
and S&P Global, the global
manufacturing output remained
contractionary over the last 7
months, albeit registering slight
improvement in February and
March 2023.

The International Monetary Fund
has projected global growth
estimated at 3.4% in 2022 to dip to
2.9% in 2023 before rebounding
to 3.1% in 2024, well below the
historical annual average of
3.8%. It was also reported that
the decline in growth in 2023 from
2022 is driven by the slowdown in
advanced economies.

In emerging and developing
Asia, the reopening of China’s
economy, on the other hand,
paves the way for rapid rebound
in activity. Global inflation which
has peaked at 8.8% in 2022 is set
to fall to 6.6% in 2023 and 4.3%
in 2024, above the pre-pandemic
level of 3.5%.

Although Malaysia has rebounded
back strongly from the pandemic
with a growth of 8.7% in 2022, its
economic growth is projected to
moderate to approximately 4.5%
in 2023 amid signs of weakness
in global growth momentum.
Inflation rate is also anticipated to
range between 2.8% to 3.8% in
2023.

The National Budget 2023 was
formulated based on the MADANI
policy framework consisting of six
(6) principles and three (3) pillars/
thrusts to address key challenges
identified by the Government. The
six (6) principles are Sustainable,
Prosperity, Innovation, Trust,
Respect and Care & Compassion,
while the three (3) pillars/thrusts



requirements are considered non
responsible and potentially ineligible
for some government contracts. It
was also shared that a typical GHG
inventory may take several months
depending on availability of data.

Mr  Mendenhall reminded that
while the Regulation currently only
impact significant and major federal
contractors, other contractors were
also reminded to be prepared in the
case that the government decides
to lower the threshold for the
Regulation, thus requiring companies
with smaller contracts to be bound by
the reporting requirements.

SCSEMMR SR MM Eh—in%k EFHTR,
UHE Bfy 35 (| 9 /N BY £ ol D E BT R R
8 20 Bl SE B YR = SR (GHG) iA ML 07
B ZEMERQ A RIREIEESERIHEL
B5SIRMEXHM SR, FiREURFE
AERA BARLUR D IR E SIRBIHERL, E
AEERIREMITESR, UBBMREER
SREERIZEMBIHE, AMILE RARE N
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Scope 1, 2 and 3 of the GHG Inventory Guidance

SCS Consulting Services baru-baru ini menganjurkan webinar untuk
mempersiapkan perusahaan kecil dan sederhana serta kontraktor utama
kerajaan di Amerika Syarikat bagi memenuhi peraturan gas rumah hijau
(GHG) yang akan datang, di mana syarikat dikehendaki untuk mendedahkan
pelepasan GHG mereka, risiko kewangan berkaitan iklim dan menetapkan
sasaran berasaskan sains bagi mengurangkan pelepasan tersebut.

Kontraktor lain turut diingatkan untuk bersiap sedia dengan pelaporan GHG
sekiranya kerajaan memutuskan untuk menurunkan ambang Peraturan
pada masa hadapan.

are driving economic growth
that is inclusive and sustainable,
reforming institution as well as
governance to restore confidence,
in addition to upholding social
justice to combat inequality.

Mr Yeah explained that there are
no specific incentives or measures
for the timber industry in the
National Budget 2023. In spite of
this, the Government’s decision
to reduce tax for the middle-tier
household’s income and provide
cash assistance for the poor will
help boost private consumption
which will directly and indirectly
support domestic timber demand.
Timber companies can also
apply for various broad-based
programmes and incentives offered
by the Government to spur private
investment growth.These include
financing and guarantee facilities

such as government guarantees
by Syarikat Jaminan Pembiayaan
Perniagaan; tax cuts for Micro,
Small & Medium Enterprises; and
expansion of tax incentive for

|||| Butaggaman 2073
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automation in manufacturing and MADANI
services sectors.

o BUDGET 2023 SPEECH
He concluded the briefing
by mentioning that there are

opportunities to deepen the timber
industry strategies under the New
Industrial Master Plan 2030 and
the coming budgets, which is
likely to focus on initiatives related
to environmental, social and
governance, circular economy, as
well as sustainable consumption
and production.

ORALARMIBES(MTC)F2023F486 B AR FEEN2023FMBHERFLE
BHRES, WRANTHE202BFERMEMEMNERGR. BFTHR, BHE8FLH0E
KEFRZMBREELT, SBEREFRFETHENM. 55, 2023FBKE
2022F TEMRERE FLAZFHRRERY. ETMIHNMELRPER, PEZF
BRI F R A Z S AR RIE R T T ER.

Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia (MTC) telah menganjurkan taklimat dalam talian kepada industri perkayuan pada 6 April 2023 untuk
memberikan pandangan tentang tinjauan asas Belanjawan Negara 2023. Melalui taklimat tersebut, peserta difahamkan bahawa
kejutan ekonomi global ekoran daripada perang di antara Rusia dan Ukraine, ditambah dengan kadar inflasi yang tinggi telah
mengakibatkan ketidaktentuan pada prospek ekonomi global.

Dilaporkan juga bahawa penurunan pertumbuhan pada 2023 berbanding 2022 adalah didorong oleh kelembapan ekonomi di negara-
negara maju. Sementara itu, di Asia yang sedang membangun, pembukaan semula ekonomi China membuka jalan pemulihan

pesat aktiviti ekonomi.
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MTC Webinar:
Discovering Market
Potentials for
Malaysian Timber
Products in Europe

he Malaysian Timber Council

(MTC) organised a webinar
on 18 April 2023 to provide an
update on the latest outlook of
timber market in the European
Union (EU).

Mr Ingvar Kristensen, Purchaser
at Royal Dekker who is also a
Board Member of the Hardwood
Council in the Dutch Timber
Trade Association shared with
participants that Malaysia and the
Netherlands have a long timber
trading history.

With the decline in raw materials,
Royal Dekker is switching to
importing more processed and
optimised timber products such
as laminated finger jointed timber
products, mouldings and high
quality timber products.

On the EU Deforestation-
Free Regulation (EUDR), Mr
Kristensen opined that it will
certainly impact both importers
and exporters and requested
MTC to support its members on
the EUDR’s requirements such
as geolocation of harvest.

& Om

Discovering
Market Potentials
for Malaysian
Timber Products
in Europe
Baman | 200
Nils Olaf Petersen

Head, Degartment of Foreign Trade,
The German Timber Trade Federation
lolz)

DISCOVERING
MARKET POTENTIALS
FOR MALAYSIAN
TIMBER PRODUCTS
IN EUROPE

Tuesday
18 April 2023

3.00 pm
(Malaysian time)

Registration Link

https://mtc.com.my/
EUTimberMarketUpdate

Welcoming Remarks by:
Pn Noraihan Abdul Rahman
Chief Executive Officer, Malaysian Timber Council

Ingvar Kristensen

Purchaser at Dekker Hout, The Netherlands & Board Member of Centrum

Hout, the Dutch Forestry Association

Nils Olaf Petersen

Head of Department Foreign Trade, DG Holz (German Wood Federation)

He is confident that Malaysia will
remain as one of Netherland’s
timber trading partners due to
its good reputation in leading
sustainable forest management.

This is partly due to Malaysia’s
affiliation with the Programme
for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification (PEFC) through
its national forest certification
scheme, the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme (MTCS)
which provides an effective
framework to support the EUDR
requirement.

Mr Nils Olaf Petersen, Head of
Department Foreign Trade, GD
Holz (German Wood Federation)
highlighted the potential market
opportunities in Germany, some of
which are substitution of Siberian
larch softwood and birch plywood

One of the invited speakers, Mr Nils Olaf Petersen presenting on
market opportunities in Germany.
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by Malaysian’s timber and timber
products, and increased demand
on building materials such as
flooring, scantlings, panels and
high value garden furniture.

He also drew attention to the
possible hurdles, including the
competition of timber products
such as window frames and house
door with alternative materials
such as plastic, composite and
metal.

ORALAMEES(MTC)F202354
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Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia (MTC) menganjurkan
webinar pada 18 April 2023 untuk berkongsi maklumat
terkini tentang perkembangan prospek pasaran kayu
di Kesatuan Eropah (EU).

Difahamkan bahawa penurunan bahan mentah di
Malaysia telah menyebabkan pembeli dari Belanda
mengimport lebih banyak produk kayu yang diproses
dan dioptimumkan serta peningkatan permintaan
terhadap bahan binaan berasaskan produk kayu
Malaysia di pasaran Jerman.



Future Event:

Malaysian Wood Expo 2023

TA will take part in the upcoming Malaysian

Wood Expo (MWE) 2023, jointly organised by
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) and Panels &
Furniture Group and scheduled to take place from
18 to 20 June 2023 at Malaysia International Trade
and Exhibition Centre.

MALAYSIAN 18-20 MITEC
WOOl IEXEQ) JUNE | st mane i)
e o 2023 | HALL 2|34

International
Wood & Woodworking
Machinery Expo

10 AM - 6 PM | 18 AND 19 JUNE 2023

10 AM -5 PM | 20 JUNE 2023

As one of the endorsers of the international wood and woodworking machinery expo, STA was allocated
with a booth, which will be useful to establish their presence and showcase wood products from its

members.

Eligible exhibitors at the expo who are members of Malaysia External Trade Development Corporation
(MATRADE) can benefit from Market Development Grant, an incentive offered by MATRADE to assist
exporters in their efforts to promote Malaysian made products or services globally.

S IESMENIEF2023E6 518H 20
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Meeting of
MEF East Malaysia Region
Members No. 4/2023

he Malaysian Employers Federation (MEF)

East Malaysia (Sarawak) Regional Meeting No.
4/2023 was held in hybrid format on 6 April 2023.
The meeting was presided over by Dr Dzulzalani bin
Eden, Senior Consultant of MEF Sarawak.

Mr Shahminan bin Ahmad, Executive of Income
Tax Department, who was invited to brief MEF
members on tax exemption for employees, made a
presentation covering the 21 specific categories of
individual reliefs for Year of Assessment 2022 when
filing tax returns in 2023.

The official list can be obtained from the LHDN
website at https://www.hasil.gov.my/en/individual.

Associate Professor Dr Kartinah binti Ayupp of
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) was also
invited to brief MEF members on the critical role that

STA akan mengambil bahagian dalam Ekspo Kayu Malaysia (MWE) 2023 yang
akan datang, anjuran bersama Majlis Perkayuan Malaysia (MTC) dan Kumpulan
Panel & Perabot dan dijadualkan berlangsung dari 18 hingga 20 Jun 2023 di Pusat
Perdagangan dan Pameran Antarabangsa Malaysia.

Sebagai salah satu penyokong untuk ekspo mesin kayu dan kerja kayu antarabangsa
tersebut, STA telah diperuntukkan dengan sebuah gerai, yang berguna untuk
mewujudkan kehadiran mereka dan mempamerkan produk kayu terkini daripada

Sarawak Workforce Information Systems (SWIS)
plays in supporting Sarawak Talent Development.

SWIS is a web-based online system designed
to capture the current as well as the projected
workforce supply and demand in Sarawak.

She said in order for Sarawak to achieve developed
status by 2030, it must focus on quality workforce to
support the Post COVID-19 Development Strategy
(PCDS) blueprint.

She added that it is important to ensure the future
workforce is equipped with skills aligned with the
economic needs within the specific time frame and
highlighted the urgent need for an integrated labour
market information system to help businesses
search their potential workforce for the right skills,
talents and knowledge.

Dalam mesyuaratnya yang diadakan pada 6 April 2023,
Persekutuan Majikan-Majikan Malaysia telah menjemput
penceramah daripada Lembaga Hasil Dalam Negeri dan
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak untuk berkongsi mengenai
pengecualian cukai bagi pekerja dan Sistem Maklumat
Tenaga Kerja Sarawak.

ORATEEKASHEH2023F4A68 BAMSWHBERAABHREFAMBHESRATKZNHRASZEXRTHESHREN
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OPERATOR TRAINING PROGRAMME

Skills training in forestry activities have been designed to
provide forest workmen with basic knowledge and
practical skills required to work safely in the forests. It helps
to create awareness on the environment, sustainable forest
management as well as occupational safety and health.

STA Training Sdn Bhd (STAT), a subsidiary company of STA,
offers training to workmen in the forestry and timber
industry. Presently, there are twelve (12) skills sets offered by
STAT.

For this month, STAT conducted ground operator training
programme as follows:

Log Extraction - Tractor (Natural Forest),
Mechanical Site Preparation - Excavator
(Forest Plantation) & Log and Timber

Identification
Date :11 - 19 April 2023
Location : Berkakap Camp, Kapit

STAT Trainer : Mr Ngumbang Bayang &
Mr Sumbang Rani
Company : Reliwood Sdn Bhd

STAT is the appointed ftraining provider by Forest
Department Sarawak to provide skills training for the
five (5) prescribed forestry activities (PFAs) as listed in
Schedule 1 The Forests (Trained Workmen) Rules, 2015.
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