ttee I eet;hg No 1/2022 p 33

ggparﬁmen_tof the Prem;1_ of Sarawak p 12




CONTENTS

STA Forest Plantation Committee Meeting No.1/2022
DF Circular No.1/2022

Visit of Australian High Commission and MPIC to Sarawak Plantation and
Mills

Quantification & Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Removals for
Corporate and Project Training

Courtesy Call by Malaysian Investment Development Authority
STA Occupational Safety And Health Committee Meeting 1/2022
Survey on Acacia mangium Plantations and Industries in Malaysia
Briefing on the Falcataria moluccana Research Project

MEF Meeting with Industry Organisations on RM1,500 National Minimum
Wages and Implementation of Multi-Tier Levy for Foreign Workers

Engagement Session with Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities

Meeting of Members of the East Malaysia Region Office of MEF
Courtesy Call to Deputy Minister in Department of the Premier of Sarawak

MTC Webinar: What to Expect from Upcoming EU Legislation - Impact on
the Trade of Timber

Dialogue on Employment of Bangladeshi Workers

Timber Application in the Indian Real Estate Sector - Insights and Trends
Webinar in Conjunction with International Day of Forests 2022

PEFC International Chain of Custody Standard

STIDC Registration Circular No 1/2022 - 14th Amendment
Conditions and Restrictions

Errata on Statistics

STA Photography Contest 2022

REGULAR FEATURES

Statistics

Operator Training Programme

COVER IMAGE

Location: Bilong Waterfalls
Photo Credit: Ong Wee Kee

PAGE

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

19

20

30

STA Review . April 2022

STA REVIEW

is a monthly magazine published by Sarawak
Timber Association (STA) for its members.
While every effort has been made to ensure
that the information printed in this magazine
is accurate and correct, neither STA nor its
Council Members, Officers or Employees shall
assume any responsibility or be made liable for
any inaccuracies and errors printed; nor is such
publication, unless otherwise stated, necessarily
the views of STA, its Council Members, Officers or
Employees. The contents of the STA Review may
be reprinted with prior written permission from STA.

STA Review is mailed free of charge to all STA
Members. Paid subscription is also available to non-
members. An annual subscription fee of RM200.00
is charged to organisations within Malaysia, and
US$300.00 to foreign organisations in other
Asian countries, Australia and New Zealand, and
US$500.00 to foreign organisations in American
and European countries respectively. The
subscription fee is inclusive of courier charges. STA
reserves the right to change the subscription fees
from time to time to reflect currency fluctuations.
Paid subscription is non-refundable.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Editor
Annie Ting

Members

Freda Emmanuel

Flora Eliza Saban

Jaime Chan

Miriam Hong

Wong How Chu

Yii Yien Yien

Published by

Sarawak Timber Association

11 Floor, Wisma STA,

26, Jalan Datuk Abang Abdul Rahim,
93450 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia
Tel: ++ (60 82) 332 222

Fax: ++ (60 82) 487 888, 487 999
Email: sta@sta.org.my

Website: www.sta.org.my

Printed by

Lee Ming Press Sdn Bhd

Lot 2050, Jalan Swasta, Pending Industrial Estate,
93450 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia

Tel : ++ (60 82) 253 303

Fax : ++ (60 82) 426 382

Email : sales@leeming.com.my



STA Forest Plantation Committee Meeting No.1/2022

The Chairman of STA Forest Plantation Committee, Mr Peter
Ling Kwong Hung presided over the committee’s first meeting
this year on 1 April 2022 at Promenade Hotel, Bintulu.

The meeting, attended by six (6) committee members and
STA secretariat deliberated on matters to be highlighted to
Datuk Willie Anak Mongin, Deputy Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities in the engagement session
later. The tax law on 10-year limitation to carry forward the
unabsorbed business losses which is of great concern to the
forest plantation industry was also discussed at length.

STAANIERZERSEFEMALINEETF20225F4/81H
BRR#®SESEEEHFSETIMBANIIN, @AItS
RENEZERITHIHES WP EE R FHERFE~ W E
Bl A K EE A EER I,

Mr Peter Ling Kwong Hung, Chairman of STA Forest Plantation
Committee (seated, centre) posed for group photo with committee
members and Ms Annie Ting, CEO of STA (seated, 4" from left)

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Ladang Hutan STA, Encik Peter Ling Kwong Hung mempengerusikan mesyuarat
pertama jawatankuasa tahun ini pada 1 April 2022 di Hotel Promenade, Bintulu dan membincangkan perkara
yang perlu diketengahkan kepada Datuk Willie Anak Mongin, Timbalan Menteri Perusahaan Perladangan dan
Komoditi dalam sesi bersama beliau pada sebelah petang.

DF Circular No 1/2022: Requirement for All Timber Licences and
Licences for Planted Forests to Maintain and Make Available
Valid Copies of the PEC / PHC Within Their Respective Licensed
Areas Throughout the Period of Harvesting of Such Coupes

The Forest Department Sarawak issued a DF Circular No 1/2022 with reference number (68) JHS/100-1/8/104/J1d.1
dated 8 April 2022 which was addressed to all Forest Timber Licences and LPF Holders, and copied to STA on the
above matter. The following is an excerpt of the above-mentioned circular, for your information:

Pursuant to the date of this circular, operators of all Forest Timber Licences (FTLs) and Licences for Planted

Forests (LPFs), are required to comply with the following:

(a) Maintain valid copies of the Permit to Enter Coupe (PEC for FTLs) / Permit to Harvest Coupe (PHC for LPFs)
at the Main Camp and Transit Camps (if any) within their respective licensed areas throughout the period
of harvesting such coupes. These permits must be made available for checking purposes to any Forest
Department Sarawak (FDS) officer conducting official field inspections of the licensed areas.

(b) The block supervisors (also referred to as “Mandors”), whose responsibility is to supervise the harvesting
operation carried out by the tree fellers and tractor drivers in the logging blocks, must carry with them these
permits at all times. These permits must be made available for checking purposes to any FDS officer
conducting official field inspections of the licensed areas.

ASEFR KB MNBZEMRFTF2022

i4ﬁ85§?ﬁéﬁ?1/2022ﬁ’] Jabatan Hutan Sarawak telah mengeluarkan Pekeliling DF Bil. 1/2022
He dengan numbur rujukan (68) JHS/100-1/8/104/Jid.1 bertarikh 8 April 2022

yang ditujukan kepada semua Pemegang Lesen Hutan dan Pemegang
%18 & B R TR R ARBF A Lesen Ladang Hutan mengenai perkara di atas serta disalinkan kepada

EFIAIMIFRIESR A E, HiR STA. Petikan dari pekeliling tersebut adalah seperti yang disenaraikan

HEASEXEMHPER, ULE dalam artikel ini.
H B F MBS,
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Visit of Australian High Commission and Ministry of

Plantation Industries and Commodities (MPIC)
to Sarawak Plantation and Mills

Forest Department Sarawak (FDS), in
collaboration with Sarawak Timber Industry
Development Corporation (STIDC),
Harwood Timber Sdn Bhd, Sarawak Planted
Forest Sdn Bhd (SPF) and STA, organised
a working visit to Sarawak for the delegates
from the Australian High Commission as well
as the Ministry of Plantation Industries and
Commodities (MPIC) and its agencies i.e.
Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB),
Malaysian Timber Certification Council
(MTCC) and Malaysian Timber Council
(MTC) from 31 March 2022 to 2 April 2022.
Leading the delegation from MPIC and its
agencies was Datuk Willie Anak Mongin,
Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities.

Datuk Willie Anak Mongin, Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities (2™ from left) and Mr Boothalingam, Australian Counsellor
(Agriculture) to Malaysia (far left) during their visit to Daiken mill

This working visit was arranged following =

the decision made in the meeting called | =
by Timber, Tobacco and Kenaf Industries
Development Division of MPIC on 20
January 2022 in Kuala Lumpur to discuss the = . s
proposed research collaboration between = . 5 g SRS RN
Malaysia (Sarawak) and Australia on forest - S > % o : o
plantation management. In that meeting, o %e vy )t 28 )
FDS invited Mr Sanjay Boothalingam, , ; "D,

Australian  Counsellor  (Agriculture) to =
Malaysia to visit Sarawak so that he could , s
better understand the forest plantation e
development in Sarawak particularly on e
research and development (R&D) as well as
product chain from upstream to downstream
utilising planted timber. ;

S\

Group photo at Samarakan nursery

On the first day of the visit, the group

received updates from FDS, SPF and GP

Pusaka Sdn Bhd (GPP) in a meeting at Promenade Hotel, Bintulu. Ms Eveleen Binti Augustine Lai, Forest Officer,
FDS shared objectives of Sarawak Forest Policy and highlighted the way forward for issues and challenges faced in
forest plantation development in Sarawak. These include the application of advanced technology and best practices
for planted forest management and efforts to intensify R&D for high productivity. Mr Paul Valentine, General Manager
of SPF spoke on forest plantation management at Licence for Planted Forests (LPF) 0043, while Mr David James,
Deputy General Manager of GPP presented the R&D activities carried out in LPF0043 which include species selection,
planting design, silviculture treatment, growth & yield analysis as well as pest & disease study for various species
planted in the field.

The following day, the group learned more about the operations at nursery and harvesting site as well as tree planting
and breeding plan of various tree species in their visit to LPF0043. They were also brought to the factories utilising
planted timber, Daiken Sarawak Sdn Bhd’s Medium Density Fibreboard (MDF) factory and Magna-Foremost Sdn Bhd'’s
MDF doorskin factory.

During the dinner held on 1 April 2022, Mr Jack Anak Liam, Deputy Director of Forests, Sarawak in his welcoming speech
underlined the importance of R&D in supporting sustainable forest plantation management, and engagement with other
stakeholders, including academia and other countries that have the same interest in this area. He believed that with
strong support from MPIC, the research collaboration with Australia Government can be successfully implemented to
bring about positive impact to the timber and wood-based industry in Sarawak and ultimately, the whole Malaysia.
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Mr Boothalingam in his speech talked about strategic and trade partnership between Malaysia and Australia, in
particular, the aspect of legal timber and sustainable forest management. He hoped that both countries will continue to
work closely and progress on shared interest in future multilateral engagements.

In his opening speech for the dinner, Datuk Willie highlighted the objective of the working visit which aimed to observe
the latest forest plantation development and sustainable forest management in Malaysia, especially in Sarawak and
further strengthen the cooperation between the Federal and State Government as well as stakeholders in the timber
industry of Sarawak.

He shared the information on the Dasar Agrikomoditi Negara (DAKN) 2021-2030 launched by the Federal Government
recently and the implementation of the Program Pembangunan Ladang Hutan 2.0 (PPLH 2.0) which is one of the
eleven (11) flagship programmes established for empowerment of the policy direction of DAKN 2021-2030.

Mr Paul Valentine, General Manager of SPF (right) explained the leaf
structure to Datuk Willie

Mr Boothalingam (3™ right) and the group look at the seeds of A. The group listening to the briefing from GPP at the Eucalyptus
crassicarpa deglupta R&D plot

RO R IR (FDS)IZE R AVRLEARH Toll % RH1L49(STIDC), Harwood RK#H B IR AR, FhHLM A THEMERA
A (SPF)RAS ARMERE R AEM D KA T MER R~ EENARRDDAEDRSE TEREZ
ik, ABERANTHBORBAATIRER, 53 % (R&D)AKF A FEARS M i 2] T iHF R = mik.

Jabatan Hutan Sarawak (FDS), dengan kerjasama Perbadanan Kemajuan Perusahaan Kayu Sarawak (STIDC),
Harwood Timber Sdn Bhd, Sarawak Planted Forest Sdn Bhd (SPF) dan STA menganjurkan lawatan kerja ke
Sarawak untuk delegasi Suruhanjaya Tinggi Australia dan Kementerian Perusahaan Perladangan dan Komoditi
(MPIC) serta agensinya untuk lebih memahami pembangunan ladang hutan di Sarawak khususnya dalam
penyelidikan dan pembangunan (R&D) serta rantaian produk dari hulu ke hiliran menggunakan kayu ladang

hutan.
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Quantification & Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

and Removals for Corporate and Project Training

STA, in collaboration with Control Union (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd,
organised a half-day online training course on “Quantification
& Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Removals
for Corporates and Projects” on 7 April 2022 with the
objective to raise awareness on quantification and reporting
of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and removals as well as
familiarise participants with the formal requirements of ISO
14064-1 and ISO 14064-2 standards.

Over 100 participants from STA member companies and
Forest Department Sarawak joined the training conducted
by Mr Supun Nigamuni, General Manager at Control Union.
He guided participants through topics of GHG, carbon
accounting where participants were taught how to quantify
an organisation’s GHG emissions and removals as well
as identify specific company actions or activities aimed at
improving GHG management.

He also shared on the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS),
a carbon crediting mechanism which credits are issued to
projects that reduce or remove greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions. The VCS Programme is currently the largest
issuer of carbon credits and is developed and managed by
Verra.

AES5ORATEFKBFRARTF 2022 F£4 A7 H
ghHABERE "I BIEESEHERAERNE

Natural Human Enhanced
Greenhouse Effect Greenhouse Effect

More heat escapes
into spac

ess heat escapes
vy Less heat escape:

)

Effects of greenhouse gases

STA, dengan kerjasama Control Union
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, telah menganjurkan
kursus latihan dalam talian mengenai “Kuantiti
& Pelaporan Pelepasan dan Penyingkiran
Gas Rumah Hijau untuk Korporat dan Projek”
pada 7 April 2022 dengan objektif untuk
meningkatkan kesedaran tentang kuantifikasi
dan pelaporan pelepasan dan penyingkiran

gas rumah hijau (GHG) serta membiasakan
peserta dengan keperluan formal piawaian
ISO 14064-1 dan ISO 14064-2.

LHIRE" AL&FIIRE, SERSMEESE (GHG)
HERMABERRI B AR EAIAIR, AR LS 5FEHE
ISO 14064-1 #A 1SO 14064-2 trERIENXEXK,

Courtesy Call by
Malaysian Investment Development Authority

Ms Annie Ting, Chief Executive Officer of STA, received a L HAN
courtesy call from Mr Jona Anak Kerani, Director of Malaysian 3 _ 3
Investment Development Authority (MIDA) Sarawak on 4
April 2022 at Wisma STA Kuching. Both parties updated each
other on their current works and discussed future partnership
particularly on trade and investment missions as well as
engagements for the wellbeing of members of STA.

ASERPUTARRIUNMETF2022 F£4 A4BEBEEE
STAXE#ZIL G RA TR H % R R(MIDA) FHL# /K a]
LR, ZRE AT R T 2 F M2/ TR
AREEMNS, HHINEERZHIRFIFSURIES
= RHVEFI T R RYED,

Secretariats. Ms Annie, CEO of STA is seen on the right.

Cik Annie Ting, Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif STA, menerima kunjungan hormat daripada Encik Jona Anak Kerani,
Pengarah Lembaga Pembangunan Pelaburan Malaysia (MIDA) Sarawak pada 4 April 2022 di Wisma STA
Kuching. Kedua-dua pihak berkongsi perkembangan semasa dan membincangkan kerjasama masa depan
terutamanya mengenai misi perdagangan dan pelaburan serta penglibatan untuk kesejahteraan ahli-ahli STA.
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STA Occupational Safety And Health

Committee Meeting 1/2022

STA Occupational Safety and Health Committee Meeting

The STA Occupational Safety and Health Committee
convened its first meeting this year on 19 April 2022 via
online platform. The meeting, presided over by Mr Chang
Kuet Ming, Committee Chairman was attended by all six
(6) Committee Members.

Mr Chang in his welcoming remarks reiterated the
importance of occupational safety and health (OSH) at
workplace and informed that the Committee will continue
to collaborate with Department of Occupational Safety
and Health (DOSH) Sarawak on training and awareness
programme to improve OSH compliance and minimise
risk at workplace in member companies.

STARRI 522 D4 ZERRF2022F4R198ET
ZETEBATSFNERSIW, SEEHEESM
REXAEFINITSERIR S 22 D AEFIB S
BRUAK2022FRW 52 DEBITERNEES
L.

During the meeting, members were updated on the
implementation of OSH Training by in-house Trainers.
As of March 2022, the in-house Trainers have trained a
total of 129 employees based on training module jointly
developed by DOSH Sarawak, Sarawak Timber Industry
Development Corporation and STA. Members were
also informed on the key changes to the Occupational
Safety and Health (Amendments) Act 2022, such as re-
administration of OSH legislations; new duties on principal,
employer and self-employed person; appointment of OSH
coordinator; and increased penalties and punishments.

The meeting also discussed working plans for year
2022 which include engagement with DOSH Sarawak to
increase understanding of the Occupational Safety and
Health (Amendments) Act 2022 and conduct of OSH
coordinator training for members of STA.

Some of the functions of SPPB are online employer
and employee registration, labour application, statutory
information checking, labour complaints handling,
workers’ compensation claims and interactive activity
dashboard. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic situation,
the official launching date of SPPB has yet to be decided.

Jawatankuasa Keselamatan dan Kesihatan
Pekerjaan STA telah mengadakan mesyuarat dalam
talian pertamanya tahun ini pada 19 April 2022 di
mana Ahli-ahli Jawatankuasa menerima kemas kini
mengenai pelaksanaan Latihan OSH oleh Jurulatih
dalaman serta perubahan utama kepada Akta
Keselamatan dan Kesihatan Pekerjaan (Pindaan)
2022.

Survey on Acacia mangium Plantations and Industries
in Malaysia

In 2013, the Fibre and Biocomposite Development Centre
(FIDEC) of Malaysian Timber Industry Board conducted
a research and development project to extract tannin
from the bark of Acacia mangium in Malaysia.

As a follow up to this project, FIDEC initiated a “Survey on
Acacia mangium Plantations and Industries in Malaysia”
to understand the process flow of Acacia mangium from
plantation establishment to processing at mills as well
as determine the potential and availability of Acacia
mangium bark residues supply for tannin extraction at
commercial level.

An online briefing on the scopes of the survey was
provided by FIDEC, through Forest Department Sarawak
on 13 April 2022 to selected forest plantation companies
in Sarawak planting Acacia and STA Secretariat.
Extraction methodology and uses of tannin were also
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Dr. Yeoh Beng Hoong, Project Leader, FIDEC, briefed
participants on the survey to be conducted on the Acacia
mangium plantations and industries in Malaysia.



shared by Dr Yeoh Beng Hoong, Project Leader who
opined that the project will have positive impacts on the
wood and biocomposite industries.

This is due to the attractive potential of tannin extracted
from Acacia mangium that could interest foreign
investors to invest in commercialisation of Acacia
tannins for applications in various industries in Malaysia.

Meanwhile, the planters of Acacia mangium are able
to increase their revenue through the supply of bark

Taklimat dalam talian mengenai skop “Tinjauan
Mengenai Perladangan dan Industri Acacia
mangium di Malaysia” telah dilaksanakan pada 13
April 2022.

Tinjauan tersebut merupakan susulan kepada
projek penyelidikan dan pembangunan oleh Pusat
Pembangunan Fiber dan Biokomposit Lembaga
Perindustrian Kayu Malaysia

residues to the processing mills.

Taklimat tersebut dihadiri oleh wakil-wakil daripada
syarikat perladangan hutan terpilih di Sarawak yang
menanam Acacia dan Sekretariat STA.

STA and the selected forest plantation companies in
Sarawak suggested for FIDEC to organise a workshop
involving relevant Sarawak forestry agencies to further
discuss the data and information required for the survey.

DRATAM T BAEMENEGMRLREP0T2022 £ 4 A 13 BEALKLSWHE "SRALTX
HEBEAIRMIWEAE" REMTEE, ZAERFXFON—MRLI BT LEARE, kERE#IE
EHMAMHBRHELAMASWBLRREE TS

Briefing on the Falcataria moluccana Research Project

GP Pusaka Sdn Bhd (GPP) updated stakeholders on the STA-funded Falcataria moluccana research project in a virtual
briefing session on 11 April 2022. The briefing was attended by about 70 participants from Forest Department Sarawak,
Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation, Harwood Timber Sdn Bhd, Sarawak Planted Forest Sdn Bhd, STA
members and STA Secretariat.

CYCLICAL BREEDING
STRATEGY

o
Collect seeds forprogeay rial
o rus e

edge gardenand i

Dr Arno Brune, Senior Forest Geneticist of GPP
introduced the objective of the project which
is to produce genetically improved varieties of
Falcataria moluccana with higher yield, better

form and wood quality for solid wood processing

as well as resistance to pests and diseases. .
The project, which received research and |
development funding from STA, is divided into atogen | 1 | g || P i
four (4) phases which commenced from 2017 L 1 ff

and is expected to complete in 2024. Project - m: f f f :::“.‘,‘i“;”.;"?.‘,

activities conducted and planned as well as || | e

preliminary findings from the project were also

made known to the participants. Dr Arno Brune, Senior Forest Geneticist, GPP explaining tree breeding

strategy to participants of the briefing session.
Besides that, Dr Arno also shared tree breeding
knowledge with the participants and explained the various vegetative propagation methods especially the marcotting
technique to produce clones of desired candidate trees. He also demonstrated the hybridisation technique for Eucalyptus
in creating new genetic combinations for superior quality.

GP Pusaka BIRAE(GPP) 7£ 2022 £ 4 A 11 HMZ& LERS LEF mBEXER G B AR THRIREFRH
RMBMRHER. ZHBEEEFEEESTE. EFFERANAMREAMAMIMTURSFRESR
MO REFRERMR A,

GP Pusaka Sdn Bhd mengemas kini pihak berkepentingan mengenai projek penyelidikan Falcataria moluccana
yang dibiayai oleh STA dalam sesi taklimat maya pada 11 April 2022.

Projek tersebut bertujuan untuk menghasilkan pelbagai Falcataria moluccana yang dipertingkatkan secara genetik,
berupaya memberi hasil yang lebih tinggi, bentuk dan kualiti kayu yang lebih baik untuk pemprosesan kayu serta
mempunyai daya tahan yang tinggi terhadap perosak dan penyakit.
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MEF Meeting with Industry Organisations on RM1,500
National Minimum Wages and Implementation of Multi-Tier
Levy for Foreign Workers

The Malaysian Employers Federation (MEF) organised
a virtual meeting on 5 April 2022 attended by 62
representatives from various industry organisations.

Chaired by Datuk Haji Shamsuddin Bardan, Executive
Director of MEF, the meeting discussed the RM1,500
National Minimum Wages as announced by the Prime
Minister and implementation of Multi-Tier Levy System
(MTLS) for Foreign Workers. Datuk Haji Shamsuddin
presented the following papers at the meeting:

RM1.500 National Minimum Wages with effect from 1

May 2022

Under the requirement of the National Wages Consultative
Council (NWCC)Act 2011, the NWCC is required to review
the Minimum Wages Order (MWO) at least once in every
2 years. The MWO 2022 was reviewed and enforced on
1 February 2022 with a minimum wage of RM1,200 in
cities and municipalities and RM1,100 for those outside
the cities and municipalities. On 5 February 2022, the
Minister of Human Resources Datuk Seri Saravanan
Murugan announced that the minimum wage of RM1,500
a month is to be implemented before the end of this year.
However, Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, Prime Minister
announced on 19 March 2022 at United Malays National
Organisation assembly that the RM1,500 minimum wages
will be implemented from 1 May 2022 for the whole of
Malaysia.

The RM1,500 will be applicable to large companies and
government-linked companies. Micro enterprises with
4 and less employees are currently exempted from the
RM1,500 minimum wages. He said a majority of Malaysian
businesses are not ready and not in position to implement
the new minimum wages of RM1,500 as they are still
reeling from the economic shock brought by COVID-19
and the devastating impact of the recent major floods.

The RM1,500 minimum wages will also push up the cost
of goods and services and operation costs will definitely
increase. Moreover, the bulk of the increase of minimum
wages goes to foreign labour as local are already paid
higher than RM1,500.

Issues Relating to the Proposed Foreign Workers
Multi Tier Levy System (MTLS)

He shared about the history of the foreign worker
(FW) levy system, the requirement of employers
to pay levy for their FWs since 1 January 2018 and
the announcement by the a joint committee between
Ministry of Human Resources and Ministry of Home
Affairs on 28 February 2019 on a new MTLS for FWs to
take effect on 1 January 2020.

In view of the challenges posed by COVID-19 pandemic
which gives a huge impact to various industries, the
effective date was subsequently postponed to 1
January 2022. The MTLS was introduced to regulate
the dependency on unskilled FWs. Under the 12th
Malaysia Plan (2021-2025), the Government urged
industries to increase automation and mechanization
in their production processes to overcome high
dependency on FWs.

The new levy rates introduced for FWs under the
MTLS for manufacturing, plantation/agriculture,
mining, service and construction sectors will result in
higher cost of doing business and additional costs will
be passed on to consumers and contribute to higher
inflation.

He also highlighted various issues faced by employers
in the recruitment of new FWs such as strict enforcement
of Workers’ Minimum Standards of Housing and
Amenities Act 1990 (Act 446), requirement for
employers to bear all costs with zero cost to the FWs,
review of the national minimum wages to RM1,500 and
problems to apply online.

Following lengthy discussion, MEF promised to put
forward proposals made by participants which includes
implementation of RM1,500 minimum wages in stages;
request for subsidy from the Government to assist
employers who are affected by the increase in minimum
wage, especially the MSMEs; and clearer definition on
skilled worker and its level of skills, to the Government.

ORAETEEKES(MEF)EEHRIT
EEEERE=ATEHTT 2022
F4RAS5SHEAFELLEZW

REMTWAR 62 BHRES
S5eWABATEHERERNDH
1,500 CHERERRRFFHIARIS
L RAERLHI BB

Persekutuan Majikan-Majikan Malaysia (MEF) telah menganjurkan
mesyuarat maya pada 5 April 2022, yang dihadiri 62 wakil-wakil
daripada pelbagai organisasi industri. Dipengerusikan oleh Datuk
Haji Shamsuddin Bardan, Pengarah Eksekutif MEF dan mesyuarat
membincangkan Gaji Minimum Nasional RM1,500 seperti yang
diumumkan oleh Perdana Menteri dan pelaksanaan Sistem Levi
Pelbagai Peringkat untuk Pekerja Asing.
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Engagement Session with Deputy Minister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities

- — — . —m

Datuk Willie Anak Mongin (seated, 5" from left) posed for a group photo with Ms Annie Ting, CEO of STA (seated, 3™ from left) and Mr
Peter Ling Kwong Hung, Chairman of STA Forest Plantation Committee (4" from left).

In conjunction with the working visit of the Australian High Commission and Ministry of Plantation Industries and
Commodities (MPIC) to Sarawak, STA Forest Plantation Committee held an engagement session with Deputy Minister
of Plantation Industries and Commaodities, Datuk Willie Anak Mongin on 1 April 2022 at Promenade Hotel, Bintulu. The
engagement session was joined by delegates from MPIC and Australian High Commission as well as representatives
from Sarawak forestry agencies, holders of Licence for Planted Forests and STA Secretariat.

During the engagement session, Datuk Willie shared that MPIC had recently launched the Dasar Agrikomoditi Negara
(DAKN) 2021-2030 to drive the development of the agricommodity sector in a more sustainable, competitive and
market-oriented manner. He informed that MPIC has set a target of RM32.8 billion in export market value of timber and
timber products by year 2030, with 70% of the exports expected to comprise downstream products.

According to him, the timber industry stood as the third highest contributor to the country’s agricommodity sector, with
export value of timber and timber products amounting to RM22.74 billion last year. Sarawak contributed RM3.53 billion
or about 15% to this total export value, mainly from the export of plywood, logs and fibreboard.

He added that the Federal Government is taking initiatives to promote overall sustainability along the timber value-chain,
such as the provision of RM500 million soft loan facility to tree planters through the Program Pembangunan Ladang
Hutan 2.0 (PPLH 2.0) under the 12" Malaysia Plan. Issue on tax law which limits the carry forward of unabsorbed
business losses to 10-year was also highlighted in the Parliament and MPIC together with Ministry of Finance to
formulate strategy in solving this issue.

He applauded the Sarawak Government’s efforts in ensuring all long term forest timber licenses obtain forest
management certification by end of this year and assured that MPIC, through the Malaysian Timber Certification
Council, will continue to promote and strengthen the implementation of timber and timber products certification to
increase international market access through the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme which is endorsed by the
Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification.

Datuk Willie is optimistic that the continuous cooperation with stakeholders in Sarawak will increase the country’s
timber industry competitiveness in meeting the needs and demands of international market.

He also hoped that the proposed research collaboration with Australian Government on forest plantation management
will come to fruition.

Mr Peter Ling, Chairman of the STA Forest Plantation Committee and Ms Annie Ting, Chief Executive Officer of STA
jointly presented a paper to Datuk Willie highlighting (i) the objectives of STA particularly in promoting the practices
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of sustainable forest management and providing skills training to forestry workmen; and (ii) STA's efforts in research
and development (R&D) for the forest plantation industry in Sarawak, in particular the R&D projects on Neolamarckia
cadamba, Falcataria moluccana, Acacia mangium and Eucalyptus pellita which STA undertakes in collaboration with
universities and state forestry agencies.

STA also shared the same hope for the success of the proposed research collaboration between Malaysia (Sarawak)
and Australia and commended Datuk Willie for MPIC’s proactive steps in assisting the forest plantation industry to
obtain exemption from 10 year limitation on the carry forward of unabsorbed business losses.

2022 F 4 A 1H, STAALEHRZESSMEREVREITRKEERFZEREREDSED HESTHN
ESWHRAZETERBBAFREN, 2021Z22030FERKR~mMEK(DAKN), BEBEIE 12 MERELITXIT
A TEM A RRITX12.0 (PPLH 2.0)miER RS ™ 5 ZSHFRIRETN. A& E thiRiETiziTA &
(REFTFFERMEIRSIRL. Adkll B TR ARMALZHRARAEL T EATHEIE .

Dalam sesi pertemuan di antara Jawatankuasa Ladang Hutan STA dengan Timbalan Menteri Perusahaan
Perladangan dan Komoditi, Datuk Willie Anak Mongin pada 1 April 2022 di Hotel Promenade, Bintulu, inisiatif
Kerajaan Persekutuan seperti Dasar Agrikomoditi Negara (DAKN) 2021-2030, peruntukan Kemudahan pinjaman
mudah RM500 juta kepada penanam pokok melalui Program Pembangunan Ladang Hutan 2.0 (PPLH 2.0) di
bawah Rancangan Malaysia Ke-12 telah dikongsi bersama.

Usaha industri dalam menggalakkan amalan pengurusan hutan secara mampan dan menyediakan latihan
kemahiran kepada pekerja perhutanan, penyelidikan dan pembangunan untuk industri perladangan hutan turut
diketengahkan.

Meeting of MEF East Malaysia Region Members

The Malaysian Employers Federation (MEF) organised
a virtual meeting on 13 April 2022 for its East Malaysia
Region members. Attended by 18 members and chaired
by Mr Albert Lau of Weida (M) Berhad, the meeting
discussed proportionality of punishment as demonstrated
in the case of Telekom Research & Development v.
Ahmad Farid Bin Abdul Rahman.

Mr Bernard John Kanny, MEF’s Senior Consultant
Industrial Relations mentioned that the case came about
when the employee filed a claim for unlawful dismissal
against the company at the Industrial Court.

The employee was dismissed by the company for
submitting false dental claim for the purchase of
spectacles amounting to RM488.00. The employee
was entitled to claim dental expenses but not optical
expenses.

The Court of Appeal recently overturned the High Court’s
decision and upheld the Industrial Court’s decision that
the company had proven the misconduct against the
employee and the dismissal was justified.

The employee had understood that he was not eligible
to claim for the purchase of spectacles but proceeded to
make a claim under dental expenses. Hence, he could
not later claim that he was unaware or mistaken when he
submitted the claim.

In considering whether the punishment of dismissal was
proportionate to the misconduct committed, the Court
of Appeal held that the seriousness of the misconduct
outweighs the length of service, clean record and the
amount involved in the false claim.

The submission of false claim is serious employment
misconduct and long service and clean disciplinary
record do not prevent the company from taking
disciplinary action against the employee.

OkAmTREETHEESS(MEF)F20225648138HEE
SRS REMZ LS,

W iTieTelekom#t R 5 & KRB R AR IR E AL
B Z M4 R TR IR R A ST AR AR 1

AEXEBRENENZESILHNALITHERN, £
IREINARLEITANTERBE T RSER. FBIC
FHE R RS R A E 5.

Persekutuan Majikan-Majikan Malaysia (MEF) telah
menganjurkan mesyuarat maya pada 13 April 2022
untuk ahli-ahlinya di Wilayah Timur Malaysia.

Mesyuarat tersebut membincangkan perkadaran
hukuman seperti yang ditunjukkan dalam kes
Telekom Research & Development lwn Ahmad
Farid Bin Abdul Rahman.

Dalam mempertimbangkan sama ada hukuman
pemecatan adalah setimpal dengan salah
laku, Mahkamah Rayuan berpendapat bahawa
keseriusan salah laku itu adalah lebih berat dari
tempoh perkhidmatan, rekod bersih dan jumlah
yang terlibat dalam tuntutan palsu.
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Courtesy Call to Deputy Minister in Department of the
Premier of Sarawak

y -y i Nl i a\

Dato Gerawat Gala, Deputy Minister in Department of the Premier of Sarawak (Labour, Immigration & Project Monitoring) (seated, centre)
posed for group photo with delegates from STA, led by Ms Annie Ting, CEO of STA (seated, far right)

A group from STA, comprised its Council Members, representatives from member companies and legal counsellor,
headed by its Chief Executive Officer, Ms Annie Ting paid a courtesy call to the office of Dato Gerawat Gala, Deputy
Minister in Department of the Premier of Sarawak (Labour, Immigration & Project Monitoring) on 13 April 2022. The
purpose of the courtesy call was to better understand the role and functions of Immigration and Labour Management
Unit (ILMU) under the Department of the Premier of Sarawak, as well as explore possible collaboration with ILMU to
address the issues pertaining to employment of expatriate and non-resident workers in Sarawak.

Dato Gerawat Gala informed that ILMU facilitates
industrial growth by promoting an environment in
Sarawak that is conducive for foreign investments.
STA took the opportunity to highlight several crucial
issues and challenges faced by the industry players
with emphasis on labour shortages, an issue that is
aggravated by tedious steps leading to unnecessary
delays, outdated practices and policies, for example
submission in person instead of online. ILMU
acknowledged recommendations put forward by STA
and recognised the importance to cut red tape and have
an efficient recruitment process.

After being informed of the backlog of Application for
Principle approval (AP), Labour License, calling visa for
employment of non-resident employees (expatriate and
general workers), Dato Gerawat Gala agreed for ILMU to look into as well as identify issues delaying outstanding
applications and expedite approval of these applications.

ASEFERITRGHE I L F2022F4A 138 FMASKRERAL T EFRHABEEE GG BRRENE
ERE) BMKEERARSMA, UEFHTHRWHNESEZETHRNG TEEA(LMU) ARSI
BE, FRITSILMUE BRI AT RE 1% AR AV RL BB IESME AN TFIIEA R B TAIFE K ).

Delegasi STA yang diketuai oleh Ketua Pegawai Eksekutifnya, Cik Annie Ting telah membuat kunjungan hormat
ke pejabat Dato Gerawat Gala, Timbalan Menteri di Jabatan Premier Sarawak (Buruh, Imigresen & Pemantauan
Projek) pada 13 April 2022 untuk lebih memahami peranan dan fungsi Unit Pengurusan Imigresen dan Buruh
(ILMU) di bawah Jabatan Premier Sarawak serta meneroka kemungkinan kerjasama dalam menangani isu-isu
berkaitan penggajian pekerja ekspatriat dan bukan pemastautin di Sarawak.
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MTC Webinar: What to Expect from Upcoming EU
Legislation — Impact on the Trade of Timber

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) hosted a webinar
on 27 April 2022 to share with industry players, exporters
and traders in Malaysia, dealing in timber businesses
with customers in European Union (EU) on the upcoming
EU legislations and its impact on the trade of timber.

The Webinar, moderated by Mr Maurits Bruggink, Public
Affairs consultant of Ridens Public Affairs, focused
on the proposal by European Commission (EC) on
deforestation-free products, potential impact of the
proposal as currently drafted on the timber industry, and
challenges as well as issues to still be addressed in the
proposal.

Mr Muhtar Suhaili, Chief Executive Officer of MTC, in
his welcoming remarks, disclosed that timber is the 4™
largest and important commodities in Malaysia with a
total trade of RM 30.956 billion in 2021.

He added that the EU is Malaysia’s 3" largest market
with wooden furniture, builder’s joinery and carpentry
and sawntimber being the main timber products
exported. Currently, importers importing timber and
timber products to EU are required to conduct due
diligence under the EU Timber Regulation.

Ms Silva Melegari, Secretary General of the European
Confederation of Woodworking Industries shared with
participants that on 17 November 2021, the EC tabled
a legislative proposal aimed at curbing deforestation
and forest degradation driven by the expansion of
agricultural land used to produce specific commodities,
namely cattle, cocoa, coffee, palm oil, soy and wood.

The proposal would impose due diligence obligations
on operators placing these commodities and some
derived products on the EU market, or exporting them
from the EU. Member States would be responsible for
enforcement, and for setting penalties in case of non-
compliance.

She also shared that to facilitate due diligence and
control, a benchmarking system shall be used to identify
countries as presenting a low, standard or high risk of
producing non-compliant commodities or products.

Obligations for operators and national authorities would
vary according to the level of risk assigned to the country
of production. She mentioned that commodities are not
allowed to enter the EU market if produced on land
subject to deforestation after 31 December 2020.

She also spoke on the obligations of operators and
traders where due diligence procedure would consist
of three steps i.e (i) information collection; (i) risk
assessment and (iii) risk mitigation.

Operators would need to perform due diligence for all
relevant commodities and products, to make sure that

;
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What to Expect from Upcoming
EU Legislations - Impact on the Trade
of Timber

Panelists of the MTC Webinar

‘no or negligible’ risk of non-compliance exists prior to
their placing on the market or export.

Ms Francoise Van de Ven, President of International
Tropical Timber Technical Association in her presentation
mentioned that ‘forest partnership’ will replace the Forest
Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)
Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA). She conveyed
her concern on the challenges that producer countries
will face over the complexity of enforcement and costs.

She also expressed her views on the limits of country
risk classification and the need to conduct these risk
assessments at sub-national levels, or at the operator
level to take into account individual good practices.
There is also a need to have clarity on the definition of
deforestation and forest degradation.

DRATARMIMEZRS(MTCC)F202254H27H
EIh&EHVtE, HEFHREEV)EFFRAM
I EHERALITIS5%E HOBMEZEHKEH
1§21 SR AIEUILIE R E X AR R 5 B0,

Z& LS EETTRRBEZA S (ECQ) X F KM
FRmERE. BREEMRENARMITIHEESR
M, KARIRZFERFERRAIPEEE)E,

Majlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia (MTC) menganjurkan
webinar pada 27 April 2022 untuk berkongsi dengan
pemain industri, pengeksport dan perdagang di
Malaysia yang berurusan dalam perniagaan kayu
dengan pelanggan di  Kesatuan Eropah (EU)
mengenai perundangan EU yang akan datang dan
impaknya terhadap perdagangan kayu.

Webinar memfokuskan kepada cadangan
Suruhanjaya Eropah (EC) tentang produk bebas
pembalakan, potensi impak cadangan yang Kini
dirangka untuk industri kayu dan cabaran serta isu-
isu dalam cadangan yang masih perlu diselesaikan.
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Dialogue on Employment of Bangladeshi Workers

Earlier in March 2022, Dato Gerawat had agreed in
principle to implement a pilot project on the employment
of 1,000 Bangladeshi workers in Sarawak.

As a follow up to the proposal, Mr Augustine Chin,
Chairman of BIMP-EAGA Business Council Malaysia
Sarawak Chapter (Trade and Investment Facilitation
Cluster) led a dialogue with Dato Gerawat Gala, Deputy
Minister in Department of the Premier of Sarawak
(Labour, Immigration & Project Monitoring) on 27 April
2022 at Bangunan Dewan Undangan Negeri Sarawak,
Kuching.

BIMP-EAGA refers to the East ASEAN Growth Area
created by the Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Philippines to shift economic activities from
resource extraction to higher levels of processing and
value-added production, focusing on industries that
adopt clean and green technologies.

Meanwhile, BIMP-EAGA Business Council represents
the private sector in BIMP-EAGA as the Council

SES ey

recognises the important role that private sectors play
in identifying challenges and solutions to better promote
trade, tourism and investment.

The dialogue was attended by STA members
interested in the employment of Bangladeshi workers,
representatives from BIMP-EAGA Business Council
Malaysia Sarawak Chapter and officers from Immigration
and Labour Management Unit, Department of the
Premier of Sarawak

STA highlighted that the shortage of general workers in
forestry and timber industry will jeopardise Sarawak’s
reputation in the sustainability and continuity of
production for export.

Dato Gerawat gave his assurance that the proposal of
pilot project on the employment of 1,000 Bangladeshi
workers in Sarawak and also few other source countries
will be presented for approval in the forthcoming Sarawak
State Legislative Assembly.

Members of the dialogue, including STA members and Ms Annie Ting, Chief Exerutive Officer, STA (seated, right)
posing for group photo with Dato Gerawat Gala, Deputy Minister in Department of the Premier of Sarawak (Labour,
Immigration & Project Monitoring) (seated, centre).

EANRRIMER 1000 B&EMALTAIK S E R

ZFHRE, BIMP-EAGAR W ZER S D RA LRI 5y

SEGRACRAEHEIFREHTEEES) SHHBEZEEZ (51, BRRMBEKE) BIHMKEENR

FRHEITTRAS.

MEMETARLUEHBHASLRABSMTIZRRS.

Sebagai susulan kepada cadangan projek perintis pengambilan 1,000 pekerja Bangladesh di Sarawak,
Encik Augustine Chin, Pengerusi Majlis Perniagaan BIMP-EAGA Malaysia Bab Sarawak (Kluster Fasilitasi
Perdagangan dan Pelaburan) mengetuai dialog bersama dengan Dato Gerawat Gala, Timbalan Menteri di
Jabatan Premier Sarawak (Buruh, Imigresen & Pemantauan Projek).

Dialog tersebut turut disertai oleh ahli-ahli STA yang berminat dalam pengambilan pekerja Bangladesh.
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Timber Application in the Indian Real Estate Sector —
Insights and Trends

The Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) invited four (4) panelists from India comprising Mr Hilten Patel, Director of New
Patel Saw Mill, Mr Chirag Shah, General Manager of Arterior India Pvt Ltd, Ar Ann James, Senior Architect of Fitoutz
Group and Ms Suneeta Manjunath, Principal Designer of DS Elements to provide insights into India’s construction
industry for its virtual industry dialogue on 27 April 2022.

Mr Muhtar Suhaili, Chief Executive Officer of MTC
in his welcoming remarks hoped that the dialogue
session could enhance bilateral trade relationship
between Malaysia and India.

He added that despite the pandemic, with exception
to sawn timber and builders’ joinery and carpentry
(BJC), export of timber and timber based products
from Malaysia to India experienced growth.

As compared to year 2020, Malaysia’s log export,
which consists mainly of round logs from Sarawak,

to India increased 58.8% and stood at USD 154.6 o
million in year 2021. Mr Muhtar Suhaili, Chief Executive Officer, MTC giving his
welcoming remarks

The second largest timber product exported to India

was veneer, which is used for lamination of panel such as plywood, which recorded an increase of 75.2%, amounting
to USD3.26 million for the same year over year. The third largest timber product exported to India was particleboard,
followed by medium density fibreboard, plywood, wooden furniture, BJC and sawntimber.

Ar Ann James shared the concept
of green building, types of wood,
i.e. engineered wood and mass
timber as well as India’s construction
industry’s preference for Malaysian
timber. There is also high demand for
Malaysian timber in the Indian real
estate sector, which is attributed to its
assured quality.

The panelist agreed that wood is
renewable and sustainable and urged
Malaysian exporters to look into free
trade agreement between Malaysia
and India on zero custom duty as
well as Indian government projects’
procurement of wooden products.

Mr. Hiten Pate!

Panelists for the dialogue

ORATAMEESMTC) BiFTRAMEMNME/NAKR, & 2022 £ 4 B 27 BEHHELITURRS
t, FENERIEITITA IR I,
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Maijlis Kayu-Kayan Malaysia (MTC) menjemput 4 ahli panel dari India untuk memberi pandangan tentang industri
pembinaan India semasa dialog industri secara maya pada 27 April 2022.

Eksport kayu dan produk berasaskan kayu dari Malaysia ke India menunjukkan prestasi yang memberansangkan
pada 2021 walaupun berdepan dengan wabak. Ahli panel turut berkongsi bahawa kayu Malaysia mendapat
permintaan tinggi oleh industri pembinaan dan sektor hartanah India.

STA Review . April 2022 15




Webinar in Conjunction with International Day of Forests 2022

In conjunction with International Day of Forests 2022
celebration, the Forestry Department, Ministry of
Primary Resources and Tourism (MPRT), Brunei
Darussalam hosted a webinar with the theme “Forests
and Sustainable Production and Consumption” on 21
April 2022, via online platform.

The webinar, moderated by Mr Zaedi Bin Haji Berudin,
Senior Forestry Officer, Forestry Department, MPRT
Brunei Darussalam brought together renowned experts
to share findings, best practices and views with the aim
to build a shared narrative and goals for all forests to
a better future based on sustainable production and
consumption of forests.

Ms Noralinda Binti Haji Ibrahim, Director of Forestry,
MPRT Brunei Darussalam, in her welcoming speech,
shared that as proclaimed by the United Nations General
Assembly 2012, the International Day of Forests (IDF)
is celebrated every 21 March to raise awareness on
the importance of all types of forests. The theme of the
webinar aimed to shine light on the role that sustainable
forest management (SFM) and forest resources play
in alleviating poverty and support the achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The webinar’s theme, aligned with one of Wawasan
Brunei 2035 goals to achieve a dynamic and
sustainable economy by year 2035, is also related to
the MPRT’s strategic plan of increasing the output of
primary sectors such as forestry to contribute to the
country’s economic diversification. This was highlighted
by Ms Dayang Hajah Tutiaty Binti Haji Abdul Wahab,
Permanent Secretary, MPRT Brunei Darussalam in her
keynote address.

Participants of the webinar learned about the importance
of sustainable production and consumption of forests in
Brunei Darussalam forest management from Mr Reni
Bin Haiji Yahya, Senior Forestry Officer, MPRT Brunei
Darussalam. He further detailed some of Brunei’s
national policies and initiatives that supports SFM in the
country, such as Brunei National Forestry Policy 1989,
Reduced Cut Policy 1990, Heart of Borneo Initiatives,
and Brunei Darussalam National Climate Change
Policy.

Participants of the webinar also heard about the
importance of developing and strengthening skills in the
forest and timber sector from Dr. Mohd Nor Zamri Bin
Mat Amin, Director of Industry Development, Malaysian
Timber Industry Board (MTIB). As a sector that provides
huge range of economic and social contributions to the
country, the industry needs a workforce that is prepared
for efficiency, flexibility and equipped with both higher
order and broad based skills. He added that good
salary package, conducive working environment and
incentives such as accommodation and transport are
key to attract more local youths to apply.

Mr Haji Abdul Rahman Bin Haji Chuchu, Director
of Syarikat Kilang Papan Maskayu Sdn Bhd gave
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the private sector’s perspective on sustainable timber
industry in Brunei Darussalam. Remoteness of logging
operations which contributed to higher transportation cost
was stated as one of the challenges faced by Brunei’s
timber industry alongside the difficulty faced in fulfilling
sawmilling requirements utilising planted timber. He
suggested for Bruneian Government to focus on ways
to increase efficiency and production capacity of existing
timber industry to support demand and most importantly,
to maintain a stable environment, consistent with the
Government’s current initiatives.

Meanwhile, Mr Chan Hock Lay, General Manager of TS
Wood Sdn Bhd added that the small and medium wood-
based industry in Brunei Darussalam faced challenges
with stability and availability of raw materials specially that
of veneer timber.

The array of opportunities in Brunei Darussalam such
as huge global furniture market and ready support from
MPRT are encouraging for companies that wants to
progress through challenges faced.

Mr Supun Nigamuni, General Manager, Control Union
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd introduced how the certification body
can help companies adapt towards and achieve forest
certification as a way forward for sustainable production
and consumption of forests. As consumers are becoming
increasingly aware of, and concerned by, the origins of
the products that they buy and the process that go into
making them, forest certification is perceived as a tool
that could improve market access, uplift social welfare
and boost the public image of companies.

Dr Elizabeth Philip, Head of Climate Change and Forestry
Program, Forest Research Institute of Malaysia shed light
on the potential mitigation and adaptation measures of
forests in reducing the impacts of climate change.

She added that forests only attract 3% of funding despite
providing 30% of the global climate change solution
and urged countries to scale up on the climate change
mitigation and adaptation actions to meet the Paris
Agreement goal.

The session was closed by Mr Joffre bin Haji Ali Ahmad,
Assistant Director of Forestry who reminded participants
of the various ways in which forest can contribute to a
sustainable timber industry, social and economic benefits,
as we look forward to a new normal in our effort to restore
our economic losses from the pandemic.

BA2022F EFRFAxM BIRBLIED), MR F HEF
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Bersempena dengan sambutan Hari Hutan Antarabangsa 2022, Jabatan Perhutanan, Kementerian Sumber-
Sumber Utama dan Pelancongan (MPRT), Brunei Darussalam telah menganjurkan webinar bertemakan “Hutan
Serta Pengeluaran dan Penggunaan Mampan” pada 21 April 2022.

Webinar mengumpulkan pakar-pakar tersohor untuk berkongsi penemuan, amalan terbaik dan pandangan
dengan tujuan untuk membina naratif dan matlamat untuk digunapakai di semua hutan ke arah masa depan yang
lebih baik berdasarkan pengeluaran dan penggunaan hutan mampan.

PEFC International Chain of Custody Standard

Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC)
organised an online briefing session on Programme
for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC)
International Chain of Custody Standard PEFC ST
2002:2020 Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based
Products — Requirements on 21 April 2022.

Update on the Malaysian Timber Certification Scheme
was provided by Ms Sabrina Mawasi, Manager
(Product) at MTCC, who also introduced the PEFC
2020 standards. She informed that in February 2020,
PEFC Council had adopted the revised Chain of
Custody (CoC) Standard titled PEFC ST 2002:2020 —
Chain of Custody of Forest and Tree Based Products
— Requirements, and PEFC ST 2001:2020 — PEFC
Trademarks Rules — Requirements dated 14 February
2020.

She shared MTCC'’s transition plan as well as the new
extended six (6) months transition period, ending 14
August 2022, after which all users of the Standard will
need to be in line with the latest requirements.

The revised PEFC ST 2002:2020 standard included
an extension of the CoC scope to cover “trees outside
forests”.

The definition of “controversial sources” was also
expanded to incorporate additional sustainability
requirements, requiring companies along the entire
timber value chain to help promote responsible
forestry. Meanwhile, the revised PEFC ST 2001:2020
standard covers the usage of PEFC initials by PEFC
trademark licence holders and changes to the technical
requirements for the usage of trademarks for on and off
product.

It also provides users with a list of alternative promotional
label messages. The briefing also covered the normative
references, terms and definitions, management system
requirements, identification of inputs and declaration
of outputs, CoC methods and due diligence system
requirements.

MTCC hoped that the briefing helped aid the change
over to the PEFC 2020 standards.

For more information related to the revised standard,
you may visit the PEFC website at https./pefc.org/for-
business/supply-chain-companies/moving-to-the-latest-
standards or MTCC’s website at https.//mtcc.com.my/
certification-standard/.

L

DRBIEAMINEZRS

3t Q

SEPT 2020

Briefing to
CoC Holders
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Transition plan for the PEFC ST 2002:2020

Maijlis Pensijilan Kayu Malaysia (MTCC) menganjurkan sesi taklimat dalam talian mengenai Program Pengesahan
Pensijilan Hutan (PEFC) Piawaian Rantaian Penjagaan Antarabangsa PEFC ST 2002:2020 Rantaian Penjagaan
Produk Berasaskan Hutan dan Pokok — Keperluan pada 21 April 2022. Sesi taklimat tersebut diadakan dengan
tujuan untuk memberi kemaskini mengenai Skim Pensijilan Kayu Malaysia dan piawaian PEFC 2020 bagi
melancarkan perubahan kepada piawaian PEFC 2020 yang baharu.
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STIDC Registration Circular No 1/2022 — 14" Amendment
Conditions and Restrictions

The Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation (STIDC) through its Registration Circular No 1/2022 with
reference number STIDC.22.Rg.1.1.1 (31) dated 30 March 2022 addressed to all companies involved in timber and
timber related products registered with STIDC, notified that with effect from 1 April 2022, the STIDC Registration
Conditions and Restrictions has been revised. The following is an excerpt of the above-mentioned circular:

This Circular serves to inform all registered companies on the following amendments for:
4.5.3 Importation of Plywood

4.5.3.1 Any registered plywood Importer is allowed to import any type of plywood for
the specific purpose of value-added processing and local sale.

4.5.3.2 The imported plywood shall not be exported in its original form (must be value-added).

This revision also includes the abolishment of Condition 4.5.4 for the importation of sawn timber and
hewn timber from Indonesia.

The 14™ Amendment of the Conditions and Restrictions is available on STIDC website, www.sarawaktimber.gov.my.

B ARM Tl & BANMI(STIDO)F 2022 £ 3 A 30 HAH4S1/2022 #YiEAE &H[ref..STIDC.22.Rg.1.1.1
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Perbadanan Kemajuan Perusahaan Kayu Sarawak (STIDC) melalui Pekeliling Pendaftaran Bil. 1/2022 dengan
nombor rujukan STIDC.22.Rg.1.1.1 (31) bertarikh 30 Mac 2022 kepada semua syarikat terlibat dengan kayu dan
produk berkaitan kayu yang berdaftar dengan STIDC, dimaklumkan berkuatkuasa 1 April 2022, Syarat dan Sekatan
Pendaftaran STIDC telah disemak semula. Petikan dari pekeliling adalah seperti yang dinyatakan dalam artikel ini.

Errata on Statistics

STA wishes to make a correction to the statistics on Page 24 of STA Review for the March 2022 Edition. The figure for
the column of Feb ‘22 in “PRODUCTION OF LOGS FROM PLANTED FORESTS BY REGION FROM SARAWAK BY
SPECIES - ACACIA MANGIUM , ALBIZIA & EUCALYPTUS highlighted in yellow should be stated as below:

November 21 December 21 January "22 January 21 February '22 February '21 Jan-Feb'22 Jan - Feb '21
Vol (m®) Vol (m?) Vol (m®) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?)
- 30

(ACMG)
(ALBZ)
(EUCA)
(GMELINA)

Subtotal (ACMG) 110,055
(ALBZ) 972
(EUCA) 10,149
(GMELINA) =
(KLPN) 108

Total: 121.284

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

STAZKXSTA Review 20223 ARRSE24TTRIRITMEEIE, "MYHSE XA THREARMEE~E - KH1E
B, FFERMAEMA" RE2022F2AMMTNIERZRHAITR, MEERFEZL, BIERIR.

STA ingin membuat pembetulan ke atas statistik pada muka surat 24 bagi STA Review Edisi Mac 2022. Statistik
yang sepatutnya dalam lajur Feb 22 bagi “PENGELUARAN BALAK DARI HUTAN TANAM MENGIKUT WILAYAH
DARI SARAWAK MENGIKUT SPESIES — ACACIA MANGIUM, ALBIZIA & EUCALYPTUS” adalah seperti yang
tertera dalam artikel ini. Kami memohon maaf atas kesulitan yang dialami.
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STA Photography Contest 2022

STA is organising its second photography contest in collaboration with the Sarawak Photo-Art
Society (SPAS) themed “The World Through Macro Lens: Flora & Fauna of Sarawak” capturing the
close up beauty of either flora and fauna found in the forests of Sarawak from 1 May 2022 to 30
June 2022. This contest is open to the public and free of charge.

All avid photographers and nature lovers are invited to join the contest and submit your best shots
and you could stand a chance to win recognition and great prizes.

The prizes for the contest are detailed as below:

1t Prize : RM3,000.00 + Plaque
2" Prize : RM1,500.00 + Plaque
3 Prize : RM1,000.00 + Plaque
10 Consolation Prizes : RM200.00 each

The contest and its entry form containing terms & conditions are available for download in STA
website at www.sta.org.my. Interested photographers may contact Mr Law Hui Chau at telephone
number 082-332222 or email huichau@sta.org.my.

STA pHOTO

STA menganjurkan pertandingan fotografinya
yang ke-2 dengan kerjasama Persatuan Seni
Foto Sarawak (SPAS) bertemakan “Dunia
Menerusi Lensa Makro: Flora & Fauna
Sarawak” yang merakamkan kecantikan sama
ada flora atau fauna di dalam hutan Sarawak
secara dekat bermula 1 Mei 2022 sehingga 30
Jun 2022.

Pertandingan dan borang penyertaan serta
terma dan syaratnya boleh dimuat turun
daripada laman web STA di www.sta.org.my.

A E5WRBEHLZ AN (SPAS)GEEDE
“EREHRE, EEA HERITHHER
ORI RN R |, IRR R AR R R B
EMREEEER EFEBHAN2022F5A18E

202256 A30H. KERHEBEFERMEFHH 1st Prize

wkBRAERSEN www.sta.org.my TE, SR OTEE
Scan Here RM1,500.00 + Plaque
to Register 3rd Prize

RM1,000.00 + Plaque

Consolation Prizes (x10)
RM200.00 each

Closing Date
30 June 2022

Organised by In collaboration with
o, <>

)

Please contact Mr Law Hui Chau (082-332 222) of STA for inquiries

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER
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Skills training in forestry activities have been designed to
provide forest workmen with basic knowledge and
practical skills required to work safely in the forests. It
helps to create awareness on the environment, sustainable
forest management as well as occupational safety and
health.

STA Training Sdn Bhd (STAT) functions to provide skills
training for the five (5) prescribed forestry activities (PFAs)
as listed in Schedule 1 of The Forests (Trained Workmen)
Rules, 2015, and non-PFAs. The skills training offered by
STAT are open to the industry. Presently, there are twelve
(12) skills sets offered by STAT.

For this month, STAT conducted operator training
programmes on the ground and online as follows:

Mechanical Site Preparation- Excavator
(Forest Plantation)

ORERVANROIRERERVAVINIINIG
RIROIGIRVANIIE

i Skills set: Bregking Out ~ Eoble Hauler (Forest Plantation)
ivity: “Wire rope splicing for cable hauler harvesting operation”

Tree Felling- Chainsaw (Natural Forest); Log Extraction-
Tractor (Natural Forest) & Mechanical Site Preparation-
Excavator (Forest Plantation)

Date : 12 - 17 April 2022

Location : Pila Camp, Kapit

STAT Trainer/Assessor : Mr Denis Aman and Mr Ngumbang Bayang
Company : Ironwall Sdn Bhd

ot < ; }
8 Participant conducting checks on fire extinguisher
durmg a practical training at Pasin Camp, Song

‘g B ks NN

Tree Felling- Chainsaw (Natural Forest); Tree and Log
Identification

Date : 19- 20 April 2022
Location : Bina Camp, Kapit (online)
STAT Trainer/Assessor : Mr Ginda Uli, Mr Kutok Bayang,
Mr Sumbang Rani & Mr Sang Sanjan

Company : Jaya Tiasa Holdings Berhad
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PRODUCTION OF LOGS FROM PLANTED FORESTS BY REGION FROM SARAWAK - SPECIES
PENGELUARAN BALAK DARI LADANG HUTAN MENGIKUT BAHAGIAN DARI SARAWAK - SPESIES
(ACACIA MANGIUM , ALBIZIA , FUCALYPTUS, GMELINA ARBOREA & KELAMPAYAN)
WSS XIMAIHREARFEE~E-KIHEE, EFER, A, sEAEHES5ERAK

Reai January '22 January 21 February '22 February '21 March '22 March '21 Jan -Mar'22 Jan - Mar '21
egion

Vol (m?3) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?) Vol (m?3) Vol (m?)

oo gove)| | | o]  ieor| |  ew|  em| w0
| oo
) I = I I I R R R
ewenw| | o oo
Y I ) I I I R R

i Gowe| | toao|  w|  eme| e  sws|  es| sew)
T | i aw| w| e me|  a|  as]  aaw]
I VY I I I I R B R B
Y IS I I B ) B R B

Subtotal (ACMG) 70,707 74,508 86,587 104,244 39,408 146,110 196,702 324,863
(ALBZ) 1,945 1,858 2,107 921 493 1,297 4,545 4,075
(EUCA) 6,817 9,665 4,667 12,802 1,383 29,284 6,245
(GMELINA) --- 345 - - --- 345
(KLPN) 46 41 - 132 - 219
98,745 109,833 52,835 148,790 231,095 335,184
Source of data : Forest Department Sarawak
(Please note that the figures for April 2022 Edition may be subject to change in the next Edition due to revised data from source)

*ACMG - Acacia mangium ALBZ - Albizia EUCA - Eucalyptus GMELINA - Gmelina arborea KLPN - Kelampayan
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